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BEAR REPORT 


In a rush 
Bears defenders gang tackle a Raiders running back, but Los Angeles 


managed to gain 101 yards in the first half of its 16-14 victory over the 
_ Bears Sunday at Soldier Field. (Bear Report photo by Steve Woltmann) 
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Perhaps being a native of Southern 


California—the earthquake capita] of the 
world—helped Mark Carrier remain calm 


- even when the rumblings reached their 


peak. Only these tremors didn’t emanate 

from the ground but instead from radios, 

television sets and even corner taverns. 
Last season Carrier, the Bears’ first- 


_. round draft pick in 1990, was often the 


target of criticism leveled by media out- 
lets and fans. The popular belief was that 
Carrier’s level of play had dipped well 
below the standard he set during his first 
two seasons in the league, which inciden- 
tally ended with back-to-back Pro Bowl 
appearances. : 

The numbers seemed to back up the 
upheaval. After setting a team record 


"I don't look at 
what happened 
in the past. | just 
look at what | can 
do and how | can 
better myself to 
help our team." 


EEE Sa 
‘with 10 interceptions as a rookie, Carrier 


picked off only two passes in 1991 and 
none the following season. 

Now free of a wrist injury that limited 
him‘a year ago, Carrier has returned to 
Pro Bowl form. Through seven games, 
not only does he lead the team with three 
interceptions but his occasional bone-jar- 
ring hits have forced opposing receivers 
to tread over the middle with caution, a 
situation that hasn’t occurred since assas- 


. sins such as Doug Plank and Gary Fencik 


patrolled the Bears secondary. 

* Though he could shoot back with a 
volley of “I-told-you-sos”, Carrier refus- 
es to gloat about his resurgence. He evi- 
dently swears by the credo espoused by 
former coach and part-time philosopher 
Mike Ditka, who, in a not-so-rare 
moment of fury and drama, said “People 
who live in the past are cowards and 
losers.” 

Hey, Iron Mike, what about histori- 
ans? Guess that’s a topic for another 
day—now back to Carrier. 

“The only satisfaction I get is when 
the team plays well,” said Carrier. “I 
don’t look at what happened in the past. I 
just look at what I can do and how I can 
better myself to help our team. You can 
take away certain things I like to do, but 
if it makes us a better team and a better 


_ 


defense I’Il do it.” 

In fact it was the wrist injury 
that may have made Carrier 
appear more tentative last season. 
Carrier could have chosen to 
undergo mid-season surgery but 
instead opted to play through it, 
something he may regret a year 
later. 

“J had an injury and I was try- 
ing to rehab it during the course of 
the season, which isn’t smart to 
do,” he said. “You should have 
surgery or bring it back gradually. 
Being an aggressive player, it can 
slow you down and it can mess 
you up a little because you’re 
thinking about certain things. 

“This year I haven’t had any 
problems with the wrist, so it’s 
enabled me to concentrate fully on 
the defense and playing football.” 

That development is extremely 
fortunate considering Carrier is 
entrusted with relaying signals 
from the sideline to his teammates 
in the secondary. That additional 
responsibility has forced Carrier to 
remain on an even-keel emotional- 
ly. Even when he’s faced with 
tremendous highs (like intercept- 
ing a Brett Favre pass and returm- 
ing it 21 yards to the Green Bay 


CARRIER ON SOLID GROUND 


17 a few weeks ago) and lows Mark Carrier returns an interception against Green Bay Oct. 31. Through seven 
(seeing the Bears offense fail to games this season, Carrier led the Bears with three interceptions after being 
convert that very turnover when blanked in that category a year ago. (Bear Report file photo by David Garot) 


Chris Gardocki bobbled the snap 
on a short field goal attempt). 


“The big thing this year is that I have 
to do so much as far as getting the call 
from the sideline, making it in the huddle 
and then making checks before the play,” 
Carrier said. “I always have to have my 
head in the game, especially with emo- 
tion. Calls are not easy to get from the 
sideline. They take longer than you think. 

“I’ve got to keep focused because my 
team needs me to do that.” 

Actually, the team needs Carrier and 
the defense to start scoring some touch- 
downs. Given the ineffectiveness of an 
offense that hadn’t scored a touchdown 
in 10 quarters heading into Sunday’s 
game with the Raiders, that very well 
could be the only way to end the drought. 

- The offense’s failure to put points on 
the board may result in the defense press- 
ing to make a big play. 

“Yeah, that can happen,” Carrier said. 


“It’s a normal thing. You try to make - 


even more things happen to help the team 
out. But it’s all on a positive note. 
Everybody’s got to be in control of 
what’s going on.” 

Carrier certainly is. Playing strong 
safety requires several attributes that he 
possesses. 

“You’ve got to be able to anticipate 
and you have to have a degree of intelli- 
gence to be able to understand what the 
coaches are trying to get accomplished 
on the field so you can think the way 
they’re thinking,” he said. “To run a 
defense you’ve got to be quick on your 
feet. You’ve got to make calls and defi- 
nitely have instincts. You’ ve got to antic- 
ipate where the ball’s being thrown and 
be able to break on it and feel confident 


about it. That doesn’t mean you’re going 
to get it all the time, but you have to be 
confident about what you're doing.” 

Carrier doesn’t possess the reputation 
of destroyers like the Jets’ Ronnie Lott or 
the Broncos’ Steve Atwater. But given 
the right situation Carrier can knock 
heads with the best of them. Just ask 
Cowboys tight end Jay Novacek, who 
was nearly separated from his senses by a 
Carrier hit in the preseason finale. Or the 
Vikings’ Roger Craig, who was benched 
after coughing the ball up on another 
Carrier hit Sept. 12. 

“Some guys have a certain mystique 
like that,” Carrier said. “I’m not neces- 
sarily like that, but guys know Pll come 


there if I have a chance to take a shot. 
However I’m not in that position all the 
time like some of the other guys are to 
get those.” 

Carrier’s improved play this season 
has not come as a surprise to the former 
USC star. Getting better every season is a 
necessity in the NFL, and Carrier is con- 
fident he’s on the right path though he 
says he’s far from his destination. 

“I’ve improved every year. I've gotten 
better and better,” he said. “I do still have 


a ways to go, but I always try to get bet- 


ter by watching Shaun Gayle and other 
guys in the league who know what 
they’ re doing.” 
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Thayer released 


in latest shuffle 


Morgan also axed, 
Fred Banks signed 


The Bears will hit the road for their 
next three games, beginning Sunday in 
San Diego’s Jack Murphy Stadium. 

Last. week, a couple of Bears were 
told to hit the road early because of roster 
moves by coach Dave Wannstedt and the 


‘front-office staff. 


_ The guillotine that swung precariously 
over the head of veteran lineman Tom 
Thayer for several weeks finally 
dropped. 

Wannstedt announced the release of 

Thayer, a nine-year veteran, as well as 
wide receiver Anthony Morgan from the 
Bears’ 53-man roster. 
Wide receiver Fred Banks, a seven-year 
veteran, was signed to the active roster. 
Also, young wide receiver Keenan 
McCardell was signed to the practice 
squad. 

The release of Thayer, a Joliet 
Catholic and Notre Dame product, leaves 
only seven Bears from the Super Bowl 
championship team: Kevin Butler, Keith 
Van Horne, Shaun Gayle, William Perry, 
Steve McMichael, Richard Dent and 


* Mark Bortz. 


' Thayer had been on the Bears’ PUP 


_ (Physically Unable to Perform) list since 


undergoing back surgery last April. He 
began practicing with the team three 


’ , weeks ago, and according to NFL rules, a 


decision on his status had to be made by 
last Tuesday. : 

“At this point, we just could not make 
him‘ active and part of the 53-man ros- 
ter,’’ said Wannstedt, who deliberated 
with club president Michael McCaskey 
and vice president of operations Ted 
Phillips. 

“Tt was mainly a numbers situation. 


FRED MITCHELL Es 


© 


With Chris Gedney getting hurt (bruised 
heel), we had to activate Ryan Wetnight. © 
Gedney’s status is still uncertain and that 
won’t be decided until this week. 


“Both guards—Wojo (John 
Wojciechowski) and Bortz—are healthy. 
And Todd Perry is the backup guard. I 
just felt that we had more needs at this 
point to use the roster spot.’’ 

Wannstedt said Thayer is physically 
able to playinthe NFL. . 

“Tom has been around all the mini- 
camps and the meetings and the rehab,”’ 
said Wannstedt. “In the short time that I 
have known him, it is easy to see why he 
had such a great career with the Chicago 
Bears and why he is such a successful 
person. The commitment and the. work 
ethic are second to none. It is just the cir- 
cumstances that we are in right now. 
There is nothing to say that things won’t 
change a week from now.” 

The Bears had 10 healthy offensive 
linemen practicing last week. 

“Six weeks ago when you looked at 
the offensive line, we had three starters 
out. And now we are back to being 
healthy,”’ said Wannstedt. 

The Bears released guard Vernice 
Smith two weekends ago, but Wannstedt 
said that decision was made to open up a 
roster spot for Wetnight, not Thayer. 

Wannstedt said 
financial reasons did 
not figure into the 
decision to release 
Thayer, whose con- 
tract expires at the end 
of this year. 

Thayer injured his 
back while lifting 
weights in Hawaii last 
February with a for- 
mer teammate. 

“I knew it was a 
numbers’ game going 
in,’ said Thayer, 32, 
of his three-week trial 
session. “I don’t take it 
as something personal. 
You would like to 
have a little more than 
21 days, but I felt 
more comfortable 
every day that I went 
out there. I feel confi- 
dent and I still have 
the ability to play. But, 
to be honest with 
Coach Wannstedt, he 


The often-injured Anthony Morgan never found his is involved in a num- 


way out of the doghouse after being anointed a bers’ game, too. It is 
Starter during the offseason. (Bear Report file photo his job to put the best 


by Steve Woltmann) 


possible product on 


Veteran guard Tom Thayer was the victim of a number's game Tuesday 


when he was released by the Bears. Thayer joined the Bears in 1985 and 
didn't miss a game until an offseason back injury sidelined him in 1993. 


the field. I can’t be bitter at all.’’ 

Thayer had definite immediate plans 
and tentative long-range ambitions after 
being released. 

“I know that Hilgy (former teammate 
Jay Hilgenberg, now with New Orleans) 
is off this weekend, so I will go to the 
Bears-Raiders game with him and see it 
from the stands,’” Thayer said last 
Tuesday. “Hopefully, I will have an 
opportunity to go’somewhere and play.”’ 

Thayer missed his first practice in his 
eight-year NFL career last Dec. 16. He 
played in all 124 games since making the 
team in 1985. But a back injury sidelined 
him this season and last Tuesday he was 
released. 

“IT am not going to sit here and baw] 
about it. I have had a great time and 
made some great friends with the Bears,”* 
said Thayer. “Unfortunately, football is a 
very transient business. Given my situa- 
tion maybe I will become one of those 
transients. 

“I am ready to play now. I am heavy 
enough and strong enough and I have the 
confidence in myself that I can still go 
out and contribute to a team,’’ said 
Thayer. “If the opportunity arises now, I 
am ready to go.”’ 

Asked what he leaves his teammates, 
Thayer replied with a laugh: “I left a pic- 
ture of me in (Mark) Bortz’s locker. The 
one with hair.”” 

Thayer has another career ambition 
when his playing days are over. 

“T told (the Bears) I would love to be 
the strength and conditioning coach 
here,’ said Thayer. “I think it would be 
fun to be part of the players. It is differ- 
ent from being a position coach on the 
field. I think you can have a whole differ- 
ent relationship with them. I have told 
Russ (Riederer) that and I have told 
Clyde (Emrich) that and Coach 
Wannstedt and Mike McCaskey. But that 
is down the line.”’ 

Thayer’ was an integral part of the 
Super Bowl team. But the Bears’ 46-10 
win over the Patriots in Super Bowl] XX 
is not Thayer's fondest memory. 

“IT think winning the NFC 
Championship game against the Rams 
stands out more than the Super Bowl,”’ 


said Thayer. “Knowing that you have the 
opportunity to go to the Super Bow! is 
probably the most exciting part of it all. 
And winning that game in Chicago with 
the way that whole second half unfolded 
with the snow and everything...that game 
pretty much stands out.”’ 

Meanwhile, Morgan had been inactive 
for the first six games and saw brief 
action in last Sunday’s 17-3 loss at Green * 
Bay: 

“Tt was a tough situation and it was a 
hard call on Anthony Morgan,”’ said 
Wannstedt, who had projected Morgan to 
be one of his starters during the offsea- 
son. “Obviously, he was back practicing 
with us. We tried to get him some oppor- 
tunities in the ballgames and it didn’t 
happen.”’ 

Banks has spent the last six years with 
the Dolphins after entering the NFL as an 
8th-round draft choice of the Cleveland 
Browns in 1985. In 70 career games (11 
starts), Banks had 103 receptions for 
1,591 yards (15.5 avg.), and 10 touch- 
downs. He was released by the Dolphins 
two weeks ago. 

Banks was scheduled to play against 
the Raiders last Sunday. 

“The thinking there was to bring some 
experience and to bring somebody in 
who has made some plays and won some 
games at the receiver position to generate 
something in that area,’ said Wannstedt. 

“We made the decision on Freddie 
Banks not just on paper. We hat him in 
here last week. We worked him out and 
he ran extremely well. He is a very intel- 
ligent player. And J think he will be a 
very positive influence on Curtis 
Conway.”” 

McCardell was drafted by the 
Redskins in the 12th round of 1991, but 
he spent the entire season on injured 
reserve with a knee injury. The following 
year he joined the Browns during the 
Plan B period and saw action in two 
gamés. This year he spent three weeks on 
Cleveland’s active roster, playing in two 
games without a catch. 


Fred Mitchell covers the Bears for the 
Chicago Tribune. 


ee BEAR REPORT a VEE | (°° 5 


Name: Dante Jones 

Position: Linebacker 

College: Oklahoma 

Ht., Wt.: 6-2, 238 

Born: March 23, 1965 

Hometown: Dallas 

Acquired: ‘Selected in second round of 
1988 draft. 


Hobbies: I like to go to movies, listen to 
music and watch TV. I used to write rap 
lyrics in my spare time, but I haven't 
done that in a while. I’m concentrating 
on football a lot more than I used to. 
Best time of my life: College, because 
you don’t ‘have any worries or bills to 
pay. It was just playing football and 
thinking about school. That was fun. 
College is the best time of your life. 


Worst time of my life: In 1989 I was 

* enjoying being a football player too 
much. I came back out of shape and 
pulled my hamstring. Coach Ditka got 
down on me and I was on my way out of 

- here. But I had a good game the last 
game of the season against San Francisco 
and they kept me. 


Worst job I ever had: I didn’t work 
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GAMES 


when I was young. I didn’t have a job 
until I worked in an office building for an 
oil company when I was 18. 


Favorite movie: “Malcolm X.” 


Personal heroes: My father Franklin 
Jones, and Malcolm X. 


Favorite food: Seafood. 


I stay home to watch: “Martin,” and 
“Batman,” the cartoon. 


Athlete I admire most: Michael Jordan 
because he was the best at his craft and 
he was probably the best ever. 


If I wasn’t playing football I’d be: An 
accountant. 


I’ve never been able to: Pick up women. 


Favorite childhood memory: Playing 
football as a Little Leaguer. 


Most prized possession: My suits. I’ve 
got about 30 suits. 


Best thing about being a Bear: The 
attention you get when you go places. 


Make The Call To 


1-900-37 


And You Will Score 
With Bear News! 


Available from the publishers of the BEAR REPORT is th 
SUPER FOOTBALL HOTLINE for the Chicago Bears. Via ee 
comfort of your home and your telephone, you can now access 
the latest BEARS information as it breaks on the field, in the 
locker room or in the front office. Our exclusive coverage team 
will be there to bring you the action as it happens. Updated daily 
by 6 p.m., except Tuesday and Saturday, the SUPER BEAR 
REPORT FOOTBALL HOTLINE will become your most valued 
information source on the Chicago Bears, Give us a call! 


You get into clubs free and people take 
food off your bill. It’s the fringe benefits. 


Growing up I wanted to be: An accoun- 
tant, from the time I was 10 years old. I 
thought you could make a lot of money 
in it. I went to school to become an 
a¢écountant, but then I decided I didn’t 
want to study that hard. 


Most irrational act: I pulled my pants 
down once in a club when | was in col- 


lege. 


I’d give anything to be able to meet: 
Malcolm X. 


One word that best describes me; 
Quiet. 


Dante Jones has done an excellent job filling the void left by Mike 
Singletary's retirement. Through seven games, Jones led the Bears with 
80 tackles, nearly doubling the output of runner-up Shaun Gayle (48). 


Brought to you by... 
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Bears Lose Shocker 


By Larry Mayer 
Managing Editor 


A tumultuous beginning, followed by 
intense drama in which astronomical 
odds are defeated and everybody lives 
happily ever after. 

Sunday’s game against the Los 
Angeles Raiders had all the makings of 
one of those sappy Sunday night network 

‘ movies. Only there would be no obligato- 
ry happy ending on this blustery night at 
Soldier Field. Only sadness, shock and 
sorrow. 

In the process of putting the finishing 
touches on both a stirring and itnprobable 
come-from-behind victory, the Bears had 
the life sucked right out them. Trailing 
16-14 with :01 remaining in the fourth 
quarter, Kevin Butler missed a 30-yard 
field goal that would have given the 
Bears an emotional 17-16 victory. 

' Instead, the Bears were left to con- 

, template what might have been after ral- 
lying from a 16-7 deficit in the game’s 

_ final 1:13. Players left the field shaking 
their heads in disbelief. Some mumbled 
in disgust, most just walked off with eyes 
glazed as if they had just seen a UFO up 


» 
> ee | 


Bears defensive back Jeremy 
down running back Nick Bell in the Raiders’ 16- 


close. 

“A lot of these guys tonight played 
with as much emotion and as hard as they 
played all year long,” said Bears coach 
Dave Wannstedt. “I complimented the 
players for that, but I also expressed to 
them that the bottom line is that we’ve 
got to win. That kind of effort will be 
expected every week and that’s the kind 
of effort the team will give every week.” 

Facing a 16-7 deficit late, quarterback 
Jim Harbaugh (12 of 24 for 140 yards) 
redeemed himself after a lousy first half 


performance by tossing a 13-yard TD - 


pass to Terry Obee in the left corner of 
the end zone with 1:13 to play. Out of 
timeouts, Chris Gardocki’s nifty onside 
kick was recovered by Keshon Johnson 
and the Bears were in business at the 50. 

Chicago moved to the Raiders’ 12- 
yard line on the next play as Harbaugh 
scrambled up the left sideline for 25 
yards and was hit late out of bounds by 
safety Eddie Anderson. After two run- 
ning plays, Harbaugh spiked the ball to 
stop the clock with just :01 left. 

Butler, who had hooked a 21-yarder 
wide left with 5:21 left in the game, was 
sent on to attempt the game-winner. 
Gardocki did a nice job with a high snap, 
but Butler hooked the ball about five 
‘yards outside the left upright. 

Wannstedt was asked to explain the 
two crucial misses by the normally -reli- 
able veteran kicker. 

“T can’t explain it,” Wannstedt said. “T 
wish I could.” 

That the Bears would have even been 
in position to win this game was a minor 
miracle in itself. Especially considering 
their play in the first half. The Raiders 
took a 13-0 lead into intermission by 


Lincoln brings 


rushing for 101 yards on 25 carries and 
limiting the Bears to 47 yards of total 
offense. 

The Bears’ embattled offensive line 
actually gave Harbaugh plenty of time to 


throw on several occasions, but 
Harbaugh was off-target in most cases. 
He completed just 2 of 7 passes for 11 
yards in the first half. On one play, recent 
acquisition Fred Banks was bumped off 
balance, but no pass interference penalty 
was called because the ball was so poorly 
thrown it was ruled uncatchable. 

The Bears entered the game having 
permitted the most sacks in the NFL, 
while the Raiders led the league in most 
quarterback drops. It was a mismatch that 
never materialized. Harbaugh was sacked 
only once. 

Long considered an unspectacular but 
mistake-free quarterback, Harbaugh 
made a giant miscalculation early in the 
second quarter. With Los Angeles lead- 
ing 3-0, the Bears took over at their own 
3-yard line. Eddie Anderson made sure 
Harbaugh’s pass deep down the left side- 
line never reached intended target Curtis 
Conway, who had two steps on the Los 
Angeles cornerback. 

Anderson glided over, picked the bail 
off and returned it 25 yards to the Bears’ 
1-yard line. Napoleon McCallum crashed 
over on the next play to extend the 
Raiders’ lead to 10-0. 

Jeff Jaeger capped a 12-play, 52-yard 
drive with :05 left in the first half by 
booting a 21-yard field goal to make it 
13-0. That kick came after the Bears held 
the Raiders out of the end zone on con- 
secutive plays from the two. 

The Raiders won the field position 
battle throughout the first half. Their 


oe 


14 win Sunday at Soldier Field. (Bear Report 
photo by Steve Woltmann) 


average drive started at the 50, while 
Chicago’s average drive started at its 
own 15. The Bears didn’t advance into 
Raiders territory until there were nine 
minutes left in the third quarter. 

Even trailing 13-0, Chicago stuck 
with its ground game and was successful 
moving the ball. Neal Anderson rushed 
for 75 yards on 28 carries and Craig 
Heyward added 14 yards on four carries. 
Harbaugh scrambled for 35 yards on four 
attempts. 

“There were some runs that we felt 
we were real close to breaking, so we 
kept coming back to them,” Wannstedt 
explained. “It was probably a little con- 
servative on our part, but we felt that 
gave us the best chance to win the 
game.” 

The Bears dented the lead—and 
snapped a streak of 12 straight quarters 
without a touchdown—when Neal 
Anderson crashed in from the three to 


“OUR WHOLE THING 
BOILS DOWN TO TWO 
MISSED FIELD GOALS 
AND GIVING THEM THE 
BALL ONE TIME AT THE 


1-YARD LINE." 


SSS a SS SS 
make it 13-7 with 5:15 left in the third 
quarter. The drive was keyed by a 36- 
yard completion to Waddle, who broke a 
tackle and darted down the left sideline 
after catching a short pass. 

Just like a week earlier in Green Bay, 
the Bears’ defense failed to stop its oppo- 
nent when it needed to most. Jaeger 
capped the Raiders’ ensuing drive with a ~ 
20-yard field goal to make it 16-7 with 
12:26 left in the game. Los Angeles 
marched 61 yards in 15 plays and burned 
7:49 off the clock to extend its lead. 

The Bears answered by stringing 
together a drive of their own, but it fiz- 
zled inside the Raiders’ five after Neal 
Anderson gained eight yards on three 
consecutive carries. Butler then missed 
the 21-yard field goal. 

After a Los Angeles punt, Chicago 
took over at its own 34. Harbaugh direct- 
ed the Bears down the field, completing 
passes of nine and 11 yards to Waddle, 
two yards to Bob Christian and 19 yards 
to Banks before hooking up with Obee. 

That set the table for the onside kick 
and the subsequent disaster that just as 
easily could have ended in celebration. 

A loss this demoralizing could be as 
destructive as last season’s debacle at 
Minnesota, a game in which the Bears 
blew a 20-0 fourth quarter lead in a 21- 
20 defeat. Wannstedt has a difficult job 
ahead of him given the psyche of a team 
that came so close but failed again when 
it counted most. 

“Our whole thing boils down to two 
missed field goals and giving them the 
ball one time at the i-yard line,” 
Wannstedt said. “You can cut it up a 
thousand other different ways, but that's 
the bottom line.” 
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By David Marran 
Bear Report Correspondent 


Kevin Butler offered no excuses 
Sunday. 

The veteran kicker missed two chip 
shot field goal attempts in the Bears’ 16- 
14 loss to the Los Angeles Raiders before 
59,750 at Soldier Field. 

Butler’s last miss, a 30-yarder as time 
expired, would have given the Bears an 
improbable come-from-behind win. 

Butler had plenty of potential alibis, 
especially after the second miss. After 
all, it was cold and windy and the snap 
from Jay Leeuwenburg was a tad high. 

Butler, though, did not hide. 

“] didn’t notice anything like that,” 
Butler said of the snap. “I just hooked it 
to the left a little bit. 

“It’s deflating because we lost an 
opportunity to: win the game. That was 
my fault. It hurts a lot because the guys 
don’t quit. They got us in position after 
the first miss to win the game but I did 
not come through.” ' 

Butler’s failure in the clutch and from 
close range was a shocker. In the clutch, 
the Bears had close to a perfect efficiency 
rating with Butler kicking with the game 
on the line. 

_ , Entering the game Butler had hit on 


nine of 13 field goal attempts with less 
. than a minute remaining or in overtime. 


After two of those misses, the Bears won 
in overtime and the third miscue was a 
50-yarder in the snow. 

Butler’s only game-costing flop prior 
to Sunday came ‘Nov. 15, 1992 in Tampa 
when he missed a 44-yarder with time 
running out that would have forced OT. 

“Fortunately, no one is pointing fin- 
gers ... especially at Kevin Butler,” run- 
ning back Neal Anderson said. “Kevin 
has won, so many big ballgames for us. 
We understand that he didn’t make that 
one today but tomorrow is still going to 
come.” ~ ‘ 

Butler took no consolation from his 
nearly perfect history in the waning 
moments. 

“You don’t (look at it as just one of 


. those things),” Butler said. “You have to 


do it every time and that’s my job. When 
it’s that close and the team is relying on 
me, that’s what I have to do. What I’ve 


* done in the past, it doesn’t help at all in 


that situation.” 

Butler’s marksmanship from close 
range was just as impressive as his 
clutch-kicking entering the game. 

_ Sunday was only the second time in 
his nine-year career that Butler had 
missed two field goals of under 30 yards 
in the same game. The last time Butler 
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Butler doesnt 
hide after two 
crucial misses 


did that was Noy. 16, 1986 at Atlanta. 

His 21-yard misfire with 5:21 to go 
was the shortest miss of his career. 
Butler’s previous shortest miss was a 24- 
yarder against Miami in 1991. 

Entering the game, Butler was 71 of 
76 (93%) on field goals of 20- to 29- 
yards and he made his last 13 boots from 
that distance. 

The 21-yard miss was doubly painful 
because it would have put the Bears with- 
in a touchdown of a victory with plenty 
of time remaining. 

“The first one was strictly me trying to 
blast it through there,” said Butler, who 
had made his last seven field goal 
attempts. “It was a short one and you just 
try to get.it through there and I hit it dead 
straight and never gave it a chance to get 
inside.” 

While. he was-clearly down after the 
game, arguably his worst as a Bear, 
Butler said he will recover. 

“You just have to go on,” he said. “It 
doesn’t mean I’m a bad kicker. I had two 
bad kicks out there today. Ill just go 
back out there tomorrow and start work- 
ing on it,” 


THE. FRIDGE: Defensive tackle 
William Perry was one of the Bears’ 
eight inactives Sunday. 

It was the first time in the Fridge’s 
nine-year career that he had missed a 
game aside from an injury or a contract 
hassle. 

“We'll just go week to week as to who 
will be active and who will not be,” 
coach Dave Wannstedt said. “This week, 
we just felt we were going to get Carl 
Simpson a little bit of playing time.” 

Other Bear inactives were quarterback 
Shane Matthews, cornerbacks Kevin 
Miniefield and Anthony Blaylock, tackle 
James Williams, tight end Chris Gedney, 
wide receiver Willie Harris and line- 
backer Barry Minter. 

Blaylock (finger) and Gedney (heel) 
were unable to play because they were 
injured. 
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HAPPY RETURN: Following a 
rough week in Green Bay, punt returner 
Terry Obee looked more comfortable and 
confident Sunday. 

Obee returned just one of the Packers’ 
four punts for two yards and received a 
sideline tongue-lashing from special 
teams coach Danny Abramowicz. 

Sunday, Obee returned two punts and 
made one fair catch. 

On his return, Obee had no chance and 
was smothered by Dan Land for minus 
two yards. 

On his second return, Obee flashed the 
form he showed during the pre-season 
when he slashed and dashed his way onto 
the roster. 

Obee used a spin move to free himself 
for a 15-yard return. 

“Pm not really concerned (about the 
criticism),” said Obee, who came into the 
game with 16 returns and 13 fair catches. 
“After every game, Danny and I look at 
the film and prepare for the punters. 

“I’m more concerned about my tech- 
nique (and) catching the ball. I’m not 
concerned about the decisions I make 


because on some you'll make mistakes 
and others you won’t. You just have to 
keep focusing and not worry about uny- 
thing else.” 


SPECIAL PLAY: Reserve corner- 
back Keshon Johnson made the play that 
started the Bears on their last drive. 

Johnson pounced on the onside kick that 
gave the Bears a first down at the Raider 
50 with 1:10 left. 

“We talk a lot about special teams and 
the importance of special teams.” 
Johnson said. “It was something that we 
practice a lot and we always expect to 
make the big play at crunch time. 

“(Kicker) Chris (Gardocki) came off 
the ball, came off the tee and we got a 
real good bounce on it. We were fortu- 
nate to recover the onside kick.” 

Johnson said he played the bounces 
right. 

“Actually it bounced up and it 
bounced off one of their guys. We had a 
few guys knock a few of their guys down 
and the bal! was there all! by itself. 1 was 
in the right place at the right time and 
able to fall on it and get a few guys 
around me to protect the ball.” 


SECOND PLACE: Anderson had no 
clue his third-quarter touchdown tied him 
for second place among Bear rushers. 

Anderson’s 3-yard TD was the 49th of 
his career tying him with Rick Casares. 

“T had no knowledge of it,” he said. “1 
didn’t know. Honestly, 1 didn’t know I 
was close to one but any time you can get 
your name in any part of the record book 
in professional football, I thank God for 
it.” 
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SCORING SUMMARY 
Los Angeles Raiders ....pscrsssrereeerd 10 0 3 16 
Chicago Bear .......csccorssessseessveeeseel) 0 i 7 14 


Raiders, 1, 3:02, Jaeger 31-yard field goal (13-76, 7:41) 3-0 
Raiders, 2, 11:49, N. McCallum l-yard run (J. Jaeger, kick) (1-1, 
0:03) 10-0 
Raiders, 2, 0:05, J. Jaeger 21-yard field goal (12-52, 3:02) 13-0 
Bears, 3, 5:15, N. Anderson 3-yard run (K. Butler, kick) (7-81, 
4:06) 13-7 
Raiders, 4, 12:26, J. Jaeger 20-yard field goal (15-61, 7:49) 16-7 
Bears, 4, 1:13, T. Obee 13-yard pass from J. Harbaugh (K. Butler, 
kick) (11-66, 1:39) 16-14 ; 
Attendance: 59,750; Tickets Distributed: 66,950; Unused: 7,200; 
, Time: 2:57 
* Weather: Mostly sunny, windy; Temperature: 40; Humidity: 48; 
Wind: S 20 mph 


CHICAGO BEARS 


) Net Long 
RUSHING Att. Yds. Avg. Gain TD 
Anderson 28 75 P24} 10 1 
Harbaugh 4 35 8.8 25 0 
Heyward 4 14 3.5 5 0 
Had 
PASSING Att. Com, Yds. TKD Yds. TD LG Int. 
Harbaugh 24 12 140 1 3 1 36—CI 
PASS RECEIVING No. Yds. LG TD 
Waddle 4 69 360 lOO 
Christian 3 23 ie {0) 
Obec ° tine 2 28 15 1 
Anderson 2 1 3 0 
Banks ' I 19 19550 
PUNTING No. Yds. Avg. TB In20 LG 
Gardocki YAR Sy (1) 1 43 
PUNT RETURNS , No. FC Yds. LG TD 
Obee + : 2 1 13 15 0 
+ Out of bounds 2 0 0 OF ag 
Touchback 1 0 0 0 0 
KICKOFF RETURNS No. FC Yds. LG TD 
Worley d 1 0 2 24 0 
Heyward I 0 12 120 
* Green l 0 7 Th 
Johnson 0 0 0 0 0 
Touchback 2 0 0 0 0 
LOS ANGELES RAIDERS 
Net Long 
RUSHING Att. Yds. Avg. Gain TD 
+ Robinson 12 70 5.8 13 0 
Smith 15 51 3.4 13 0 
McCallum 9 50 5.6 14 1 
Hostetler 2 8 4.0 8 0 
Bell 1 1 1.0 1 0 
Montgomery 1 -l -1.0 -1 0 
Had 
PASSING Att. Com. Yds. TKD Yds. TD LG Int. 
Hostetler 23 ALI OSS 2 13 0 19 O 
PASS RECEIVING No. Yds. LG TD 
Horton 6 61 18 O 
Brown 2 20 1250, 
Wright 1 19 19 0O 
Jett 1 4 4 0 
Robinson 1 4 4 0 
INTERCEPTIONS No. Yds. LG TD 
Anderson 1 25 25 0 
PUNTING No. Yds. Avg. ‘TB In20 LG 
Gossett Oe 2A Soe) 3550 
PUNT RETURNS No. FC Yds. LG TD 
Brown 2 3 16 12.590 
Downed 1 0 0 0 0 
KICKOFF RETURNS No. FC Yds. LG TD 
Ismail 2 0 39 30720 
Raiders Bears 
TOTAL FIRST DOWNS 20 19 
By Rushing 13 8 
By Passing 5 8 
By Penalty 2 3 


Wes STATISTICS 


Third Down Conversions _ Passing Yards 
(Percentage) 137 


Time of Possession 


Bears Raiders 
Bears Raiders 


' Rushing Yards Raiders 


Bears Raiders 


3RD DOWN EFFICIENCY Carrier 4 0 0.0 0.0 0 
Made 6 2 McMichael 4 0 10 70 O 
Attempted 14 11 Lincoln 2 2 00 00 0O 
Percent Made 43% 18% Smith 2 2 0.0 00 O 

4TH DOWN EFFICIENCY Amnstrong 2 1 0.0 0.0 0 
Made 0 1 Woolford 2 0 0.0 0.0 0 
Attempted 0 1 Baker 1 1 0.0 00 0 
Percent Made 0 100 Dent 1 I 0.0 00 O 

TOTAL NET YARDS 274 261 Mangum I 1 0.0 0.0 0 
Total Off. Plays 65 61 Spellman 1 1 0.0 0.0 0 
Av. Gain Per Play 4.2 43 Douglass 1 0 0.0 60.0 0 

NET YARDS RUSHING 179 124 Fontenot 1 0 1.0 6.0 0 
Total Rushing Plays 40 36 Ryan 0 1 0:0 60.0 0 
Ay. Gain Per Rush 4.5 3.4 Cox 0 0 0.0 0.0 0 

NET YARDS PASSING 95 137 Wojciechowski 0 0 0.0 0.0 0 
Yards Lost b 13 3 
Gross Yds. Passing 108 140 
Attempts 23 24 
Completions 11 12 
Interceptions 0 1 
Av. Gain Per Pass Pl. 3.8 5.5 LOS ANGELES RAIDERS 

PUNTS 6 6 Unofficial 
Yards 214.2 217.8 T A SK YL INT. 
Average ' 35.7 36.3 Harrison 8 0 00 00 0 
Had Blocked 0 0 Moss 6 1 0.0 0.0 0 

PENALTIES 11 5 McGlockton 5 1 0.0 =0.0 0 
Yards 86 50 Kelly 3 0 0.0_ 0.0 0 

FUMBLES 2 0 Wallace 5 0 0.0 0.0 0 
Lost 0 Washington ot 0 00 00 0 

TOUCHDOWNS 1 2 Anderson 2 1 0.0 0.0 i 
Rushing 1 1 Hoskins 2 0 0.0 860.0 0 
Passing , 0 1 Jones 2 0 00 00 0 
Retums 0 0 Long 2 0 00 00 0 

FIELD GOALS MADE 3 0 McDaniel 2, 0 0.0 0.0 0 
Attempted 3 2 Trapp 2 0 00 00 O 

TIME OF POSSESSION 31:39 28:21 Townsend l I 10 63.0 0 

Smith I 0 0.0 0.0 0 

Broughton 0 1 00.00 0 

Pn . Bates o 2 00.00; 
CHICAGO BEARS Bruce @ 10 610. ; 100) 0 
_ Unofficial - Dom ®o oO 00 00 0 

T A SK YL INT. PD FR Glover ® OO ©0 00 0 

Gayle 10 0 0.0 0.0 0 0 0 Hostetler 0 0 0.0 0.0 0 

Cain 9 0 0.0 0.0 0 0 0 Jaeger 0 0 0.0 0.0 0 

Zorich 7 | 0.0 0.0 0 0 0 Land 0 0 0.0 00 0 

Jones 5 2 0.0 0.0 0 0 0 S. Smith 0 0 00 00 0 
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lt Takes More Than Effort 


There will be a myriad of different 
opinions expressed about the Bears’ fail- 
ure to put the finishing touches on a mir- 
acle comeback Sunday against the Los 
Angeles Raiders. But the one thing you 
can say for sure is that the Chicago Bears 
‘do not lack any effort. 

The 12 gaimes they’ve played under 
Dave Wannstedt—including preseason— 
they’ve battled right down to the wire. 
We said before the season started that the 
defense would keep this team in all of its 
games and Kevin Butler would decide 
many of those contests. And that’s exact- 
ly what happened Sunday. It’s just unfor- 

‘ tunate what transpired for Kevin and the 
Bears in the fourth quarter. 

‘It looked like there was a high snap on 
the second and most crucial of Butler’s 
misses. But that had little to do with the 
kick. He’s simply gotta make that kick. 
_ The near-miracle finish almost erased 
an extremely poor first half performance 
by the Bears. You can’t fault the defense 
for this loss, but they must get a lot better 
at stopping the run. The Raiders rolled up 
101 yards rushing in the first half alone 
and finished with 179 for the game. And 
not only did the Bears’ offense fail to 
move the ball early (they managed only 
47 yards of total offense in the first half), 
but quarterback Jim Harbaugh made a 
poor decision in tossing a floater into 
double coverage that was intercepted by 
Raiders safety Eddie Anderson. 


Anderson returned the ball 25 yards isi 


down to the Bears*1~yard line, setting up 
Los Angeles’ only touchdown of the 
game on a run by Napoleon McCallum. 
Aside’ from that, the defense permitted 
onry nine points on three Jeff Jaeger field 
goals. 

The ball simply wasn’t bouncing 
Chicago’s way on Sunday. The Bears’ 
defense forced two fumbles, but the 
Raiders managed to recover both of 
them. For the Bears to win, the defense 
must force at least a couple of turnovers. 
I just don’t know how much more you 
can ask from that unit. Aside from allow- 
ing the Raiders to move the ball on the 
ground in the first half, the defense 

: played superbly. 

The secondary in particular did an 
excellent job shutting down L.A.’s big 
guns. Raider receivers made only a total 
of four catches all day. Four catches! 
Tom Waddle had that many by himself. 


DOUG BUFFORE Eyes 


Offensively, the Bears ran the ball 
much better than in previous weeks. And 
although Harbaugh struggled early, he 
did put them in position to win at the end. 
He ran a couple of nifty quarterback 
draws and made an excellent throw on. 
the touchdown pass to Terry Obee in the 
left corner of the end zone. It seems that 
when Harbaugh has time to throw and is 
confident about where he’s going with 
the ball, he often experiences success. 


Fe ~ ” 


Bears coach Dave Wannstedt and defensive back Mark 
Carrier confer with an official during Sunday’s loss. 


When he doesn’t have that confidence, 
bad things happen. 
For instance on that interception, he 


. really made a bad play. It was a play- 


action pass, but he obviously didn’t read 
Anderson. The safety moved over to help 
out and had an easy interception. 

The much-maligned Bears’ offensive 
line did an excellent job protecting 


- Harbaugh for the most part. Under fire 


after allowing 16 sacks in two ballgames, 
the line gave up just one sack to the 
NFL’s leading sackers. Not a bad perfor- 
mance at all. 

The Bears also showed they could run 
the ball with some effectiveness. Neal 


Anderson gained 75 yards on 28 carries | 


and Craig Heyward had 14 yards on four 
carries. If you’re able to run the ball it 
will make things easy for you in a lot of 
different areas. It was also good to see 
the Bears once again get Bob Christian 
involved in the offense. Christian made 
three catches* out of the backfield for 23 
yards. 


_ i 


The Bears came within an eyelash of erasing a 16-7 
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I’ve said all along how impressed I 
am with Wannstedt, and Sunday reaf- 
firmed my belief in him. Even when the 
Bears fell behind 13-0, Wannstedt didn’t 
abandon his game plan. He stuck with it 
and the Bears slowly crept back in the 
game. He had the patience to keep doing 
what he felt would give the Bears the 
best chance of winning. 

The way the Bears lost was’ very 
demoralizing, but it seems it’s something 
they should be used to. This wasn’t the 
first time they’ve lost a heartbreaker in 
the final minutes. Remember the Giants 
game? They’ ve just got to reach a point 
where they decide they’re just sick and 
tired of losing that way. 

That, friends, will come with experi- 
ence. 


Doug Buffone hosts “The Doug 
Buffone Sports Magazine” Sunday morn- 
ings on SportsChannel and is a regular 
guest throughout the week on WSCR-AM 
Sportsradio 820. 


deficit in the game’s final 1:13. (Bear Report photo by 
Steve Woltmann) 
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Raipers New Motto: 'Just RUN, BABY 


By Larry Mayer 
Managing Editor 


It’s a good thing Sunday’s game 
wasn’t a track meet. 

With Alexander Wright, Tim Brown, 
Rocket Ismail, James Jett and Willie 
Gault, the Los Angeles Raiders boast 
what’s likely the fastest collection of 
receivers in NFL history. Quarterback 
Jeff Hostetler oughta rent a rocket 
launcher throwing to a group that 
includes a two-time winner of the 
“NFL’s Fastest Man” competition 
(Wright), an Olympic Gold Medal sprint- 
er (Jett), another World Class runner 
(Gault) and two lightning-quick Heisman 
Trophy winners (Brown and Ismail). 

Who says you need a running game to 
win in the National Football League? 

* “When you play them you’ve got to 
give them a little bit of a cushion, but not 
too much where you lose your aggres- 
siveness and take away from your style,” 


* said Bears cornerback Donnell Woolford. 


“You've got to respect their speed. They 
can beat you deep. 

“They probably haye the best speed in 
the league. Atlanta was the same way. 
There’s ways you can control it. They’ll 


~ catch passes, you’ve just got to make 


sure you converge on the run.” 

“You’ve got to be physical with 
them,” added Bears coach Dave 
Wannstedt. “They’re going to catch some 
balls, but when they do catch them 
you’ve got to come up and tackle them 
and swarm them.” 

Heading into Sunday’s game, Brown 
led the Raiders with 29 catches for 476 
yards and four touchdowns. Jett had only 
11 receptions but his 29.3 yards per catch 
average ‘was tops in the league. 
Meanwhile, Gault has slipped to third 
string. 

Speed at the receiver position can be 
used as a weapon without throwing the 
ball deep. Sometimes the threat is just as 
powerful as the actual result. 

’ “Years ago when we had Willie Gault 


PACKER & PRO FOOTBALL FANS!!! 


he was probably the first big-name 
receiver who was able to stretch defenses 
with his speed,” said Bears safety Shaun 
Gayle. “It wasn’t so much that we had to 
get him the ball, it was just the fact that 
you had to respect that option and that 
holds true with the receivers they have 
now.” 

Gayle didn’t think cold weath- 
er would alter the Raiders’ plan of 
attack. The “Bear Weather” theory 
evaporated after the visiting San 
Francisco 49ers dominated the 
Bears 28-3 in an NFC 
Championship Game in 1988 
played in frigid conditions. 

“We’ve had games at Soldier 
Field where teams from the west 
coast come in and play very well 
regardless of the conditions out- 
side,” Gayle said. “We just con- 
cern ourselves with what we can 
control.” 


SACK ATTACK: The 
Raiders’ defense entered Sunday’s 
game leading the NFL in quarter- 
back sacks with 27. Conversely, 
the Bears, as we all know, had 
allowed the most sacks in the 
league (29). That combination was 
thought to be as lethal as gasoline 
and a lit cigarette. 

“They’ ve got as much talent as 
anyone else in the league,” said 
Bears right tackle Jay 
Leeuwenburg. “The Raiders are a 
team that plays with a lot of inten- 
sity and a lot of heart. And they 
keep coming after the quarter- 
back.” 

Raiders defensive lineman 
Anthony Smith is the designated 
pass rusher. Smith doesn’t even 
start but that hasn’t prevented him 
from leading the NFL with 11 
sacks. Other top linemen include 
Howie Long and Greg Townsend. 
Sometimes sack totals are mis- 
leading, but not in the Raiders’ 


case. 
“They're every bit of that,” Wannstedt 


said of the 27 sacks. “They’ve got an out- 
standing group that’s very talented.” 


THE SACK MAN: With all the talk 
about sacks during the week leading up 
to Sunday’s game, Richard Dent’s 
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incredible performances against the 
Raiders were virtually ignored. In a 17-6 
Bears victory over the Raiders on 
November 4, 1984, Dent recorded a 
career-high 4.5 sacks. He then equaled 
that mark in a 6-3 Bears victory in the 
1987 season finale. Chicago’s opponent 
that day? The Raiders, of course. 


Bears running back Craig Heyward bursts through the Raiders line en route to a 
short gain. Heyward rushed for 14 yards on 4 carries in Sunday’s loss. (Bear 
Report photo by Steve Woltmann) 


uccess very 
rare versus AFC 


The Bears have not recorded a 
winning record against AFC 
teams since 1988: 


W12-13 
L.20-35 
W31-17 
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By Larry Mayer 
Managing Editor 


Change is not necessarily the answer 
for an‘embattled Bears offensive line that 
surrendered 16 sacks in two NFC Central 
losses to the Vikings and Packers. On the 
contrary, simplifying the scheme and 
allowing the line to gel as a’ unit are 
coach Tony Wise’s most pressing priori- 
ties. 

“We'll make very few adjustments 
and just keep handing the ball to Craig 
Heyward and Neal Anderson,” said 
' Wise. “We'll cut the formations down. 
The thing now is not to create more prob- 
lems.” 

With Troy Auzenne back at his cus- 
_tomary left tackle spot and Jay 

Leeuwenburg settled in on the right side, 
the Bears are hoping that that familiarity 
and consistency breeds success for a unit 
that needs a lift like a bird with clipped 
‘wings. 

The talent, coaches and players argue, 
is there, something that quarterback Jim 
Harbaugh may begin to dispute as it gets 
increasingly more difficult for him to roll 

out of bed on Monday mornings. 
Harbaugh, fortunately one of the league’s 
toughest quarterbacks, is 29 years old 
going on 80. If the situation isn’t reme- 
. died soon, Harbaugh will begin carrying 
a baseball bat out onto the field to fend 
off attackers. 

With a healthy line that no longer 
requires a weekly game of musical line- 
man, that day hopefully will never come. 

“Tt’s just a matter of ironing out some 

_ wrinkles in our offensive line,” said cen- 
ter Jerry Fontenot. “Now that we have 
guys a little more stabilized in positions 
and we're not switching guys around so 
much, I think you’ll see a lot more 
‘improvement from us. 

“We play against great talent week-in 
and week-out. We know we have the tal- 
ent to match-up up-front. It’s just a mat- 
ter of out-executing the defense.” 

The Bears did show a spark in the sec- 
ond half against the Packers when they 
held the ball for 12:54 of the third quar- 
ter. For the game, their running game 
averaged 3.5 yards per carry and they 
controlled the clock. They simply 
couldn’t dent the end zone because of a 
lack of execution. 

Keith Van Horne has returned to 
practicing full-speed, but a decision on 
whether he’Il supplant Leeuwenburg as 
the starting right tackle has yet to be 
made. 

“We'll have to address that down the 
road,” Wise said. “We’ll have to address 
how guys are playing at that time and 
how everything’s going. We’ll have to 
wait and see about that.” 


For now, the starting line from left to 
right will be Auzenne, Mark Bortz, 
Fontenot, John Wojciechowski and 
Leeuwenburg. Wise said the Bears were 
not considering any more moves such as 
flip-flopping. Wojciechowski and 


Leeuwenburg. Reserves will continue to ° 


include Van Horne, rookie guard Todd 
Perry and center Gene McGuire. James 
“Big Cat” Williams may also join the 
mix, though Williams has been inactive 
for three of the Bears’ first seven games. 

“He needs to be more consistent, like 
a Mark Bortz,” Wise said of Williams. 
“All the things a lineman faces, that’s 
what he’s got to do. He’s still fighting a 
bit of the experience problem.” 

Wise also said he was impressed with 
Perry’s play but doubts Perry will see 
additional action because of the healthy 
status of the line. 

Even after the 16 sacks in two games, 
Wise isn’t about to call 9-1-1. He says all 
sacks should not be lumped together and 
instead must be grouped into different 
categories depending on the cause. He 
also refused to blame any of the problems 
on Dave Wannstedt’s new offensive 
scheme. 

“Not grasping the new system has 
very little to do with it,” Wise said. 
“Each sack has to be addressed on its 
own merit. When you’ve got third-and- 
15 instead of second-and-five, it’s much 
more difficult to protect the passer. 
They’re coming a lot harder.” 

Wise made reference to the three 
holding penalties called against Bortz in 
the Packers’ game. It was clear where he 
stood after viewing the tapes. 

“There were no holds,” he said 
emphatically. 

Entering the Raiders game, the Bears’ 
offense was ranked dead last in total 
offense (1,854 yards), passing yards 
(1,120) and sacks allowed (29). The pri- 
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Chris Gardocki didn't have much success on this pass after an aborted 
field goal attempt in the Bears’ 17-3 loss at Green Bay. But his precise 
punting this season has consistently forced opposing offenses to start 


NFL standings 


L.A. Raiders. 
San Diego .... 


deep in their own territory. (Bear Report photo by David Garot) 


mary target of criticism has shifted from 
Harbaugh to the offensive line. Fontenot 
understands the development, but that 
doesn’t make it any easier to stomach. 
“It’s not pleasing to read negative 
things about you or to listen to them on 
the news,” he said, “but it’s going to hap- 
pen. We just need to take care of our 


business.” 
4(2)} 


DEFENSE RISES: For the most part, 
the defense is doing just that. In the 
NFL’s most recent statistics, the Bears 
moved up to sixth in the league behind 
the Steelers, Vikings, Giants, Raiders and 
Chiefs. Through seven games, the Bears 
were the only losing team with a defense 
ranked in the league’s top 10. 

The Bears had permitted an average 
of 289.3 yards a game, third in the NFC 
behind the Vikings (245.6) and Giants 
(249.9). The Raiders entered Sunday’s 
game allowing 267.1 yards per game, 
second in the AFC to the Steelers 
(239.6). 

“Guys work hard, the scheme is very 
comfortable for everybody and there’s no 
stopping or quitting,” explained safety 
Mark Carrier. “We’re playing together. 
This defense is not designed to highlight 
any specific person. You don’t know 
who’s going to get a chance to make a 


play. It could be me or Shaun Gayle or 
Richard Dent. That’s the beauty of the 
defense. It’s a group effort.” 

Part of the success of the Bears 
defense can be attributed to Dante Jones, 
who has done an excellent job filling the 
void at middle linebacker left by the 
retirement of Mike Singletary. Against 
the Packers, Jones led the team in tackles 
for the fourth game with 13 stops. He 
now has 80 tackles on the season, well 
ahead of runner-tip Gayle, who has 48. 

The Bears have also excelled on spe- 
cial teams. Their punt return unit led the 
NFL after seven games having allowed 
just 34 yards on 10 returns. On the year, 
21 of Chris Gardocki’s 40 punts have 
been fair caught. He also has just one 
touchback compared to 20 punts inside 
the 20-yard line. 

Against Green Bay, Kevin Butler 
provided all the points for the Bears for 
the third time this season. Entering this 
season, he had accomplished that feat just 
nine times in 134 games including play- 


offs. 


BITS & PIECES: Wide receiver 
Anthony Morgan, released by the Bears 
last Tuesday, was claimed off waivers by 
the Green Bay Packers one day later. 
Morgan has been bothered by multiple 
injuries this season and was inactive for 
the first six games. He saw limited action 
against the Packers on Oct. 31. 

...Against the Packers Harbaugh com- 
pleted 15 of 19 passes for a 78.9 comple- 
tion percentage, his best as a starter. His 
second-best percentage game also came 
against the Packers when he connected 
on 11 of 14 (78.6) at Green Bay in 1990. 

... Wojciechowski was nearly put in 
the same position as Oilers offensive 
lineman David Williams, who became a 
minor celebrity when he opted to stay 
with his wife and miss a game after she 
gave birth to their first child. Sheri 
Wojciechowski gave birth Saturday to 
the couple’s first child, Michael] John, 
who weighed in at 6 pounds 4 ounces. 
The proud papa made the trip Saturday 
night. 

Had there been a delay, a contingency 
plan was set up to get Wojo to Green Bay 
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Will anyone break Don Shula’s 
record? 

“People didn’t think anyone would 
break George Halas’s record,” Shula 
said. 

This is not your every-year, run-of- 

2 the-mill football record. Winning 324 
games is Cy Young territory. The pitcher 
won 511 games, perhaps the most unbe- 
lievable record in sports. That’s 25 years 
of 20-win seasons, folks, and you still 
have 11 to go. 

Consider Shula. He reached 324 in his 
31st season. That’s averaging 10 wins a 
year. Mike Ditka, Joe Gibbs, John 


DON PIERSON yyy 


<7 through his worst losing streak ever, five 
games. Shula was asked if he could iden- 
tify with son David’s 0-for start with the 
Bengals this year and he couldn’t. He has 
never gone through anything like it. 
Coaches are supposed to be judged by’ 
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-Shula's record. 
one for the ages 


Madden all were celebrated for winning 
100 in 10 years. Shula won 100 in the 
first 10, 100 in the second 10, 100 in the 
third 10. 

“Winning early in my career helped,” 
Shula said. 

It helped him endure, but every coach 
is vulnerable to the “What Have You 
Done Lately” syndrome. Shula had only 
two losing seasons in 31 years. The first 
was in 1976, when he was 6-8. That was 
in his 14th year of coaching. The second 
was in 1988. That’s when he suffered 


¢ 


how they react to adversity. In Shula’s 
case, we are still waiting to find out. 

Shula’s 31 years puts him 10 ahead of 
second-place coach Chuck Knox. But 
Knox had only 184 wins entering this 
season. He would have to average 14 
wins a year for the next 10 to catch 
Shula’s 324. By then, how many will 
Shula have? 

The irony of Shula winning early was 
that he did it against Halas. A game in 
1964 between Shula’s Baltimore Colts 
and Halas’s Bears may have done more 
to establish Shula as legitimate than any 
other early win. 


In 1963, Shula took over a veteran F 


Colt team at age 33. One of his players 
was Gino Marchetti, age 38. Johnny 
Unitas was the quarterback and he won 
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two world titles in 1958-59, so he didn’t 
think he required much coaching. The 
Colts finished 8-6, but lost twice to the 
Green Bay Packers and twice to the 
world champion Bears. 

In 1964, Shula opened with a loss to 
the upstart Minnesota Vikings. But the 
second week, he edged the Packers 21- 
20. Then the big-bad defending world 
champion Bears came to town. The Colts 
won 52-0. 

“Handling them as easily as we did 
really helped us,” Shula said. The Colts 
went on to finish 12-2 and lose in the 
championship game to the Cleveland 
Browns. 

Shula recalled the 52-0 game as “the 
Joe Don Looney game.” 

“He could never learn what to do in 
practice, didn’t know right from left, but 
we got ahead so we gave him the ball. 
Right away, 50-some yards for a touch- 
down,” Shula said. 

The guy coached Joe Don Looney and 
survived. 

“T fined him once for being late to a 
meeting,” Shula said. “He got up in front 
of the team and said he didn’t think it 
was fair. I said, “What do you mean? You 
were late, weren’t you?’ He said, ‘Yeah, 
but the night before I was 15 minutes 
early. That evens it out.’ ” 

To last as long as Shula, a coach would 
almost have to own the club. Halas did, 
and served four 10-year terms as coach, 
quitting and returning anytime he felt like 
it. Shula wonders how Halas managed to 
walk that treacherous line between own- 
ership and coaching. 

“When I first came down to Miami, I 
was part-owner of the team for five 
years. I felt very uncomfortable and 
ended up selling my interest back to Joe 
Robbie,” Shula said. “I just felt there was 
a contradiction there. I had the feeling 
players negotiated with ownership and 
perceived you as ownership and some- 
thing they weren’t earning was going into 
your pocket. The next thing you know, 
you’re in front of the squad asking them 
to give more than they are capable. 

“I didn’t fee! 1 could be happy doing 
both and I sold back my share.” 

Shula tied Halas’s record on the 10th 
anniversary of Halas’s death, Oct. 31, 
1983. Halas coached until he was 73. 
Shula is only 63, a young 63, with two 
years left on his contract and no plans to 
pursue any other career. 

Is it beyond reason to imagine 400 vic- 
tories? 

THAYER LATEST TO GO: The 
rapid erosion of the Bears’ offensive line 
is an inevitable milestone that shouldn’t 
pass without some fanfare. These guys 
didn’t get as much notoriety as they 
deserved when they played. They should 
get parades as they leave. 

Jim Covert, Mark Bortz, Jay 
Hilgenberg, Tom Thayer, and Keith Van 
Horne comprised one of the great offen- 
sive lines in history. How so? Both dura- 
bility and production leave little room for 
argument. 

They played virtually intact from 
1985-90, a stretch that allowed coach 
Mike Ditka rare comfort in the most 
important element of any football foun- 
dation. Without solid blocking up front, 
no other link in the chain of a football 
team has a chance to pull the load. 
Consider the present Bears, who field one 
of the league’s best defenses yet give 
themselves virtually no chance to score 
on offense. 


Don Pierson covers the Bears and the 
NFL for the Chicage Tribune. 


By Larry Mayer 
Managing Editor 


Like a bargain hunter unleashed in the 
midst of a mammoth flea market, Dave 
Wannstedt has stuffed his basket full of 
all kinds of treasures, Throughout the 
season Wannstedt has raided the waiver 
wire and other teams’ practice squads 
looking to fill holes and improve his foot- 
ball team. 

Gene McGuire, Robert Green, Kevin 
Miniefield, Tim Worley, Willie Harris, 
Percy Snow and Keenan McCardell have 
all joined the Bears during the regular 
season. Sent packing have been familiar 
names such as Jim Morrissey, Darren 
Lewis, Tom Thayer and Anthony 
Morgan. 

Of the new acquisitions, most possess 
speed and youth, not to mention untapped 
potential Wannstedt hopes to harness not 
immediately but in the future. Through 
seven games, none of the new players 
had seen significant action. 

That won’t be the case, however, with 
Chicago’s latest pick-up. Wide receiver 
Fred Banks, signed last Tuesday a week 
after being released by the Miami 
Dolphins, is expected to contribute 
immediately. Banks was caught up in a 
numbers game throughout most of his 


"I'm not trying to 
come in and say that 
I'm the man to change 
everything.” 


ee SSS 
SESS 
career with the Dolphins. He found it dif- 
ficult to crack a lineup that featured Mark 
Clayton and Mark Duper and later Irving 
Fryar and O.J. McDuffie. 

_ Banks obviously will not face that 
problem with the Bears; who boast just 
one healthy veteran receiver in Tom 
Waddle. The remainder of the core 
includes a rookie (Curtis Conway), a free 
agent who’s still learning (Terry Obee) 
and Harris, a rookie plucked from the 
Bills’ practice squad who has not yet 


. been active for a game. Wendell Davis is 


out for the season after surgery on both 


‘knees. 


“For several reasons, it’s probably as 
far behind as any receiver group I’ve ever 


- been around and as far behind as any 


group probably in the NFL,” Wannstedt 
said. “Fred comes in with experience. If 
he can learn, he has a chance to help us 
because of the situation.” 

Just five days after joining the Bears 
Banks was expected to play against the 
Raiders on a limited basis. Banks was 
preparing to play in third down situations 
and to occasionally spell Conway, who 


‘was suffering from a sore shoulder. The 


31-year-old pass catcher is confident he 
can contribute right away but doesn’t 
want to be considered the savior of a 
team that hadn’t crossed the goal line in 
10 quarters. 

“I’m not trying to come in and say 
that I’m going to be the man to change 
everything,” Banks said. “I’m just going 
out there to do my job. Hopefully, I can 
put them in the end zone.” 

Banks spent six seasons with the 
Dolphins after a year with the Browns. In 
70 career games he has 103 catches for 
1,591 yards and 10 touchdowns. He was 


inactive for five of seven games this sea- 
son and had only one reception for 26 
yards. He worked out for the Bears 
coaching staff Oct. 27. 

Wannstedt was thoroughly impressed 
after watching Banks perform in his first 
practice with the Bears last Wednesday ” 
afternoon. Banks is 5-foot-10, weighs 
185 pounds and runs a 4.5 40-yard dash. 

“Fred looked good. He moved around 
extremely well,” Wannstedt said. “For 
the first day out here and one day’s worth 
of meetings, playbooks and game plans, 
he picked things up pretty good.” 

Though Wannstedt admitted that 
learning a new system isn’t any easier for 
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a wide receiver, at least Banks has one 
big thing in his favor. 

“The advantage Fred has is that he 
can read the coverages and the coverages 
don’t change, so he’s got a feel for that,” 
Wannstedt said. “The biggest thing is the 
tefminology and trying to get some type 
of timing with the quarterback." 

Believe it or not, Banks said the 
Bears’ offensive scheme is similar to 
Miami's. 

“Tt’s basically the same,” he said. 
“The only thing that’s changed is the ter- 
minology. The basic offense is the same 
as Miami.” 

Banks eagerly anticipated facing the 
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Bears will bank on Banks 


Raiders, a team that plays a lot of man- 
to-man coverage, a defensive strategy 
more predominant in the AFC. 

Whether Banks is able to contribute or 
not, Wannstedt promises not to stack 
unrealistic expectations on the newest 
Bears’ shoulder pads. 

‘Whatever he does will be a positive.” 
Wannstedt said after Wednesday's prac- 
tice. “He did things out here today that 
got me excited. And I like his attitude. 

“Where he’s come from obviously 
with Miami, you’ve got to look at the 
competition he’s been up against with 
Mark Clayton and Mark Duper for all 
those years.” 
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By John Delcos 
Bear Report Correspondent 


The surprise 1s over. 
Last season, the San Diego Chargers 
— riding a hot quarterback in Stan 


ranked 18th. 

Without the right side of the offensive 
line, Humphries has been battered and is 
out, replaced by John Friesz. 

The Chargers’ 21st-ranked offense is 
averaging 16.2 points a game. 


tomary cellar position. 

They are struggling to stay at .500 in 
part because of their frugal philosophies, 
but ironically, with the salary cap pend- 
ing, they are going to find it more diffi- 
cult to improve. 


carry the offense, and that’s not possible. 

Even if Humphries does return, he 
won't be 100 percent, and last season 
was only his first as a starter, which leads 
to the obvious question: Was 1992 a 
fluke? 


Humphries and a creampuff schedule — Offensively, the Bears aren’t doing Their best chance to win might be Who knows? Could be. 

snuck up on the AFC West and sprinted much better, so Sunday’s game in San gone for awhile. 

into the playoffs. ° Diego figures to pit two slugging defens- WHEN THE BEARS 
They were steamrolled by the Miami es battling for position. WHEN THE CHARGERS HAVE THE BALL 

Dolphins, 31-0, and have gone backward While the Chargers did little to HAVE THE BALL The Chargers have not escaped seri- 


since — in lightning fashion. 

Financially-tight Chargers GM Bobby 
Beathard — who at one time was a 
wheeler-dealer while with Washington 
— let five starters, including running 
back Rod Bernstine, escape through free 
agency. 

Leaving with Bernstine were right 
corner Anthony Blaylock, linebacker 
Henry Rolling, and the right side of the 
offensive line, guard David Richards and 
tackle Broderick Thompson. 

‘Meanwhile, the Chargers, who play in 
one of the NFL’s most competitive divi- 
sions, did nothing for a team which 
should have been thinking about taking 
the next step. 

Beathard defended the Chargers’ con- 
servative offseason approach, saying: 
“Next year, reality sets in. It’s going to 
be tough on a lot of players and agents. 
There are going to be some tough deci- 
sions. I can’t imagine that there aren’t 
some players who are pricing themselves 
right out of the game.” 


improve themselves, division rivals 
Denver, Kansas City, Los Angeles 
Raiders and Seattle have all improved, 
and San Diego could find itself in its cus- 


Coupled with the free-agent defec- 
tions has been the critical loss of OT Eric 
Moten to a possible career-ending knee 
injury. In addition to Moten, linemen 
Harry Swayne and 
Joe Milinichik have 
also been injured, 
which further puts 
the free-agent losses 
into perspective. A 
team cannot have too 
many offensive line- 
men, and to let two 
Starters get away is 
an indication of irre- 
sponsible manage- 
ment. 

Meanwhile, 
without Bernstine, 
the running game — 
which was ranked 
ninth last year at this 


“disappointment with 
Butts and Natrone 


‘time — has been a 


ous injury on this side of the ball, either. 
Cornerback Gill Byrd and linebacker 
Jerrol Williams are out for the season, 
which puts the focus on Pro Bowl line- 
backer Junior Seau and defensive ends 
Burt Grossman and Leslie O’ Neal. 

The line of Grossman, O’ Neal, Shawn 
Lee and Blaise Winter have shut down 
the run (Chargers are ranked fifth) and 
forced opponents to throw. 

The results haven’t been as good in 
the air, as opponents have riddled the 
Charger secondary (27th against the 
pass). 

With such a wide gap, it might not be 
surprising if the Bears attempt to estab- 
lish their offense with Jim Harbaugh first, 
then try to run. Both Denver and Seattle 
were successful in that regard. Protecting 
Harbaugh is Chicago's No. 1 concer. 


HOW TO BEAT 
THE CHARGERS 
“Beating the Chargers isn’t hard in the- 
ory: Get up early, force them to throw, 


Maybe. Maybe not. Means. Both have then send loose your pass rushers. 
However, Beathard was right about had nagging injuries. Denver, Seattle and Pittsburgh all did it, 
one thing — reality has set in. And hard, This puts pres- and won by 17, 17 and 13 points respec- 


, for the Chargers. 
. Without Bernstine, the ground game is 
‘Marion Butts, or more to the point, 


Marion Butts is San Diego's primary running back. 


sure on the combina- 
tion of Friesz-to- 
Anthony Miller, to 


tively, However, the Chargers do have a 
strong defense, and that has kept them in 


games. 


WHEN THE BEARS HAVE THE BALL WHEN THE CHARGERS HAVE THE BALL 


24 Richard 
29 Carrington 
44 Castle 
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21 Gordon 
31 Davis 
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83 Obee 
86 Harris 


70 Auzenne 
71 Williams 


62 Bortz 
75 Perry 58 Leeuwenburg 
60 McGuire 
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53 Hall 
64 Whitley 
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10 Willis 
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85 Barnes 


35 Anderson 
38 Worley 
22 Green 
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44 Christian 
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Facts and Figures 


Kickoff: 7 p.m. Chicago time, Sunday, Nov. 14. 
Site: Jack Murphy Stadium, San Diego, California. 
Capacity: 61,863 

Playing surface: Natural grass 

Last meeting: Chargers won 20-7 at San Diego, 
Dec. 3, 1984. 

Series history: San Diego leads series 4-1. Only 
Bears win was a 20-17 victoryin 1981. 

Radio-TV coverage: Game will be televised 
nationally on ESPN and in the Chicago area on 
ABC Channel 7, It will also be carried live by WGN 
Radio and the Bears Radio Network with announc- 
ers Wayne Larrivee, Gary Fencik, Dick Butkus and 
Hub Arkush. 


Wide receiver Anthony Miller is San Diego's 


i i rt Grossman. is the f 
Defensive lineman Bu tapes ae ecahede 


anchor of a strong defensive line. 


San Diego 
Chargers 


Jim Harbaugh 
Kevin Butler 
Shane Matthews 
Peter Tom Willis 
Chris Gardocki.. 
Mark Carrier 
Donnell Woolford 
Robert Green 
Shaun Gayle 
Kevin Miniefield .... 
Keshon Johnson... 
John Mangum....... 
Neal Anderson... 
Markus Paul 
Maurice Douglass 
Tim Worley 
Jeremy Lincoln 
Bob Christian 
Craig Heyward... 
Anthony Blaylock.. 
Dante Jones’ 


Jerry Fontenot 
Troy Auzenne 
James Williams 
William Perry 


John Wojciechowski . 


Albert Fontenot 
Todd Perry 
Steve McMichael 

, Keith Van Hore 
Curtis Conway 
Fred Banks 
Terry Obee 
Chris Gedney 
Keith Jennings... 
Willie Harris 

' Tom Waddle .: 
Ryan Wetnight... 
Alonzo Spellman 
Myron Baker 
Barry Minter 
Trace Armstrong... 
Richard Dent 
Percy Snow 
Chris Zorich 
Carl Simpson 
Tim Ryan 


John Ivlow. 
Jim Schwantz 
Todd Burger 


Keenan McCardell .... 


Frank Kmet 
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College 
Michigan 
Georgia 

Florida 

Florida State 
Clemson 

USC ; 
Clemson 
William & Mary 
Ohio State 
Arizona State 
Arizona 
Alabama 
Florida 
Syracuse 
Kentucky 
Georgia 
Tennessee 
Northwestern 
Pittsburgh 
Winston-Salem St. 
Oklahoma 
Fresno State 
East Carolina 
Colorado 
Oregon Tech 
Notre Dame 
lowa 

Texas A&M 
California 
Cheyney St. (PA) 
Clemson 
Michigan State 
Baylor 
Kentucky 
Texas 

USC 

USC 

Liberty 

Oregon 
Syracuse 
Clemson 
Mississippi State 
Boston College 
Stanford 

Ohio State 
Louisiana Tech 
Tulsa 

Florida 
Tennessee State 
Michigan State 
Notre Dame 
Florida State 
USC 


Colorado State 
Purdue 

Penn State 
UNLV 

Purdue 


LSU 
BYU 


John Carney 
Trent Green 

John Kidd 

Stan Humphries... 
John Friesz 
Natrone Means... 
Darrien Gordon... 
Stanley Richard ... 
Sean Vanhorse.... 
Floyd Fields 
Donald Frank 
Darren Carrington. 
Marquez Pope .. 
Brian Davis 

Eric Bieniemy 
Ronnie Harmon 
Steve Hendrickson... 
Marion Butts 
James Fuller 

Eric Castle 

Gary Plummer... 
Terry Crews 


Courtney Hall.... 
Doug Miller 
Junior Seau.... 
Lewis Bush 
Curtis Whitley... 
Stan Brock 

Joe Cocozzo 
Mike Zandofsky 
Joe Milinichik 
Harry Swayne... 
Mike Mooney 
Eric Jonassen 
Shawn Jefferson... 
Nate Lewis 

Mike Dyal 
Anthony Miller 
Mark Seay 
Johnnie Barnes 
Alfred Pupunu 
Duane Young 
Deems May........ 
Derrick Walker ... 
Reggie White 
Leslie O'Neal 
Burt Grossman... 
Chris Mims 

Jeff Brady 

Blaise Winter... 


Gill Byrd 

Jerrol Williams ... 
Eric Moten 
Walter Dunson.... 


Arthur Paul 


Israel Stanley 
Raymond Smoot 


Wt. 
170 
211 
208 
223 
218 
245 
182 
197 
180 
208 
192 
200 
193 
190 
198 
207 
250 
248 
208 
212 
247 
245 
240 
281 
232 
250 
245 
285 
295 
300 
305 
300 
295 
320 
310 
172 
198 
240 
189 
175 
180 
255 
270 
263 
250 
300 


Age 
29 
23 
32 
28 
26 
21 
22 
26 
25 
24 
28 
27 
23 
30 
24 
29 
27 
27 
24 
23 
33 
25 
28 
25 
24 
24 
23 
24 
35 
23 
27 
30 
28 
24 
25 
24 
27 
27 
28 
26 
25 
24 
25 
24 
26 
23 
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College 

Notre Dame 
Indiana 
Northwestern 
N.E. Louisiana 
Idaho 

North Carolina 
Stanford 

Texas 

Howard 

Arizona State 
Winston-Salem St. 
Northern Arizona 
Fresno State 
Nebraska 
Colorado 

lowa 

California 

Florida State 
Portland State 
Oregon 

California 
Western Michigan 
S. California 

Rice 

South Dakota St. 
S. California 
Washington St. 
Clemson 
Colorado 
Michigan 
Washington 
North Carolina St. 
Rutgers 

Georgia Tech 
Bloomsburg Col., PA 
Central Florida 
Oregon Tech 
Texas A&l 
Tennessee 

Long Beach State 
Hampton, VA 
Weber State 
Michigan State . 
North Carolina 
Michigan 

North Carolina A&T 
Oklahoma State 
Pittsburgh 
Tennessee 
Kentucky 
Syracuse 

North Alabama 
Arkansas 


San Jose State 
Purdue 
Michigan State 
Middle Tenn. St. 
Arizona State 


Arizona State 
Cal-Poly Luis Obispo 
UCLA 

Arizona State 
Louisiana State 
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LOCKER ROOM 


ORDER NOW FOR CHRISTMAS DELIVERY! 
We can promise delivery before Christmas on orders received by Nov. 17, 1993. 


#1C — Helmet Inflatables.’ Just 
blow ‘em up. $12.95 


a 


#3C — Stadium Blankets. Pro's 
choice 45x72", 60% virgin wool, 


* 40% acrylic. NFL carrying case. 


$39.95 


.Fones™. 


Team 
Tone/pulse switch, wall or desk 

. mount, big button, lighted keypad, 
redial, fully modular, $59.99 


#5C — Helmet Phones. Made 
‘from actual playing helmets. 
$192.00 


#7C — Pad & Pen Set. Show your 
team spirit with each message you 
write! $3.49 


#8C — Doormats. Permanently 
dyed, non-skid waffle backing. 
(Personalized Add $6). $17.95 


#130 — 


#9C — Carmats. One size fits 
most cars. Pair. (Personalized Add 
$6). $29.99 


#10C — Nylon Bag w/Strap. 
Great for gym, books. Shoulder 
strap. 9x18”. $15.95 


#12C — Sports Bottle. Store your 
keys, gum or anything else in the 
same container you use for your 
favorite drink. $3.99 


Stadium Seat. 
12"x12"x2” padded seat 6°x12"x's” 


padded back. $14.95 


#14C — Gift Wrap. $3.99 

#15C —Tie-it-Rite Ribbon. $2.98 
Wrap all your special gifts with 
Chicago Bears wrapping paper. 
30”x5’ sheet. Tie-it-Rite Ribbon. 
7/8” x 5 yds. 


ie 


YOUR | #41C — Large Party Coolers. 
eye Holds 72 beverage cans. Height 
> - ~~ —o 30", 18%” in diameter. $119.95 
o 7 ee 
zr 


A 


#16C — Directors Chairs. 
Machine washable canvas, solid #33C — Terry Cloth Robes. 
Kimono style, thick and thirsty 
heavy-weight cotton terry cloth. 


White robes with embroidered hel- 


hardwood construction. 


(Personalized Add $6). $49.99 #43C — Sport Cooler. 11%” diam- 


eter and 13%” high. Will hold 
approximately 24 12 oz. cans. 
$29.95 


met logo. One size fits all. $55.95 


#27C — Canvas Bag w/Strap. 
Detachable shoulder strap. 
11x20". $24.95 


#44C — Grill. The grill has a 
removable internal charcoal buck- 
et. 114" diameter and 10%” high. 


#34C — Quilt. 68’x96” twin. 


$249.00 Convenient carrying handle. 
#35C — Quilt. 81"x98" full. $24.95 —~ 
$259.99 

#28C — Helmet Lights. Decorate  #36C — Quilt. 90°x102” queen. 

the house or his year's Christmas $289.00 


tree. 50 light set. Helmet covers 


#37C — Quilt. 102"x68" king. 


$299.00 
50/50 polyester/cotton. 


every 3rd light. $23.95 


#45C — Black Ceramic Mug. 11 
0z. $12.49 

#46C — Tankard. 15 oz. $14.99 
#47C — Cocktail Glass. 11 oz. 


$9.99 
#29C — 16 oz. Stein. $3.95 Hand painted enamel team colors 
#30C — 10 oz. Mug. $2.95 enhance fine pewter emblem. 


Double insulation keeps drinks at 
the perfect temperature. Top rack 
dishwasher safe! 


#38C — Ceramic Helmet. Use as 
a planter, 16 02. beverage contain- 
er. $11.95 


#31C — Gridiron Switch Plate. 
Screws included. Fits all standard 
size switches. $12.95 


#39C — Belt Buckle. Made of old 
world pewter, brass plated. $12.95 


#50C — Sport Bench. $249.95 
#51C — Mini Sport Bench. 
$199.95 

By merely relocating two bolts, the 
bench converts into a table in sec- 
onds. Seat boards are 2'x6” and 
cross supports are 2'x4”. Sport 
Bench size 48" wide and standard 
seat height of 16” ang the Mini 
Sport Bench size 36%*'wide and 
seat height of 13%". 


#40C — Sunglasses. Produced 
utilizing ContraVision™ , an amaz- 
ing new see-through technology. 
$7.95 


#32C — Floor Pillows. Big 
25"x25". $29.95 


#52C — Wastebasket. 19's" high, 
104” in diameter. $13.95 


4#53C — Round Clocks. All plastic 
construction, high quality quartz 
movement with sweep second 
hand. Height 12%” diameter. 
$19.95 


#54C — Thermometers. All plas- 
tic construction, good for indoor 
and outdoor use, Height 12%* 
diameter. $19.95 


#56C — Snow Shovel. The shov- 
el blade is 16%” wide by 14° high 
and constructed of 20 gauge litho- 
graphed steel to withstand the 
heaviest of snows. $19.95 


#57C — Bean Bags. Heavy-duty 
outer fabric styled with three shiny 
vinyl panels and one natural can- 
vas panel screened with Bears 
logo. Size — large. $34.95 


#60C — Blankets. Big 60°x60" 
Soft fur-like touch, team lego/eol- 
ors 90% acrylic, 10% polyester. 
$47.95 


#61C — Chip ’N’ Dip Bowl. 
Football-shaped serving bowl. Big, 
112x184". $5.99 


#62C — Sport Specs™ . Made of 
100% Htyrel frames by DuPont. All 
lenses’ offer 400 UV protection. 
$9.95 


#64C — Golf Club Covers. Fully 
padded for extra club protection 
and hand washable. $29.95 


#65C — Collector Belt Buckle. 


Edition numbered pewter, detailed 


in high gloss enamel team colors. 


$18.95 


#71C — Superpennant. Style, 


#68C — Snack Helmet. Full size 
football helmet, removable dip tray 
and snack bucket for easy clean- 
ing. $39.95 


#70C — Nite-Lite Lamp. Great for 
desk top study lamp. Decorative 
cylinder glows from inside with a 
built in 7-watt bulb included, 3-way 
switch control allows nitelite to be 
on by itself or both together, clip 
on shade, stands 17” high. $34.95 


helmet logo white. 20"x49”, clean- 
able polyvinyl. #71CA, style Bear 
Blue. $19.95 


#73C — Pillow Pal™ Reversible 
Teddy Bear Football. it's a pillow, 
it's a football and best of all a 
teddy Bears Bear. $24.95 


#74C — Body SportsTemporary 
Tattoos. 1 large and 1 small trans- 
fer, applies in seconds, lasts for 
days, easy to remove, nontoxic, 
safe and fun. Bears team colors. 
$4.49 


#75C — Color-A-Pennant. The 
souvenir pennant you color your- 
self! Four nontoxic crayons. 
TAZ/Chicago Bears design. $3.99 


#76C — Color-A-Mug. Includes: 
one dishwasher safe (top rack) 
mug, four nontoxic crayons, three 
design inserts to color! TAZ/Chi- 
cago Bears designs, kids can per- 
sonalize their own Bears mug. 
$6.49 


#86C — 


#79C — Yo-Yos. Chicago Bears 
helmet logo. $3.50 


& 


bill, logo. $14: #92C — Pak Chest™ Sport 


Cooler. Perfect for taiigating (4 


separate ). Holds 24 
cans and full bag of ice, swing 
away table top tums into padded 
seat, shoulder strap. $59.95 


#87C — License Plate Frame. 
Team colofs, chrome(metal). 
$6.95 


#80C — Helmet Collector Pin. 3 
dimensional, hand painted, 
German silver plated. Made in the 
U.S.A. $4.95 

#81C — Bears Logo Collector 
Pin. 3 dimensional, hand painted, 
German silver plated, made in the 
U.S.A. $4.95 


#93C — 2 oz. Shot Glass. $2.99 


#88C — Wallet (Tri-fold). Black 
leather with team color embroi- 
dered logo. $24.95 


#94C — 14 oz. Executive Drink 
Glasses. 2 pc. gift set, quality 
glassware, team colors, helmet 
logo. $13.99 


#82C — Earrings/Neckface Set. 
Post drop earrings on surgical 
steel posts. 3 dimensional, hand 
painted helmet designs. German 
silver plated, 20” necklace chains 
are solid brass with silver rhodium 
finish, made in U.S.A. $19.95 


#89C — Checkbook Cover. Black 
leather with team color embroi- 


dered logo. $24.95 7 
BP #95C — 13 0z. Coffee Mug. Gold 


band. Quality ceramic, team logo. 
$6.75 


Football 
Features last number redial, a 
mute button, a tone/pulse switch 
and comes with 28 interchange- 
able team logos. $69.99 


#84C0 — Phone. 


#96C 


— Super Bowl XX 
Championship Stein. Super sea- 
son and scores recorded on back. 
24 oz. quality ceramic, gold band- 
ed. $16.99 


To earn 10% OFF 
your next order 


#72C — Stadium SeateBoxx #77C — Color-Tees. 50% cot- see our 
. Seats™. Top of the line, heavy ton/50% polyester. American = ™ 
#66C —, Key Ring. Pewter helmet gauge steel for solid support, two made. Seven colorsticks, color ‘BUDDY SYSTEM 
display detailed in high gloss spring loaded clips attach to directly onto the shirt, iron to set ep = 
enamel or #66CA. $6.95 bleacher, upholstered with heavy colors permanently. TAZ/Chicago #85C — Team Fan Pak. Includes subscription ad in 
duty vinyl over polyurethane foam. Bears design. Youth sizes: #77C — 42"x30" Pennant, 3"x12” bumper #91C — Playing Cards. Team | 
$24.95 (10-12M), #77CA (14-16L).$9.95 sticker, 3 1/2” button. $4.95 colors. $2.95 today's paper! 
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The Bears offensive line, specifically 
pass protection, is the team’s most imme- 
diate and pressing need. And until that 
need is met and addressed the Bears’ sea- 
son will continue to threaten to spin wild- 
ly out of control. 

Meanwhile October 31 was 
Halloween (it usually is) and the Bears 
were hoping the human tackling dummy 
they start at quarterback could fool the 
Packers into thinking he was a quarter- 
back. 

The disguise didn’t work. It hadn’t 
worked the previous Monday night 
against the Vikings at Soldier Field. And 
it didn’t figure to work the following 
Sunday at home. against the Los Angeles 
Raiders either. 

The word was out. Jim Harbaugh was 
playing like a man with a price on his 
head. Defensive linemen were acting like 
bounty hunters, talking like hit men and 
re-defining the concept of proscription. 

“How many sacks did we have?” 
asked Packers defensive end Matt Brock 
after Green Bay’s 17+3 thrashing of the 
Bears at Lambeau Field. “Seven? 


- Ooooh.”’ 


The Vikings had dropped the belea- 
guered Harbaugh i in his tracks nine times 
in a 19-12 Minnesota’ victory. The 
Raiders defense that Harbaugh would be 
running from entered Week Nine with 
more sacks than any other team in the 
league. 

Ooooh, indeed. 

“That offensive line is not the offen- 
sive line of the old Bears,’’ Brock added. 
“Manpower-wise we matched up well.’ 

Like at right tackle where guard Jay 
Leeuwenberg, who had filled in at left 


Harbaugh playing 
on borrowed time 
Sacks bound to take toll 


BRIAN HEWITT 


tackle the first six games, had to square 
off against Packers left end Reggie 
White, the leading quarterback sacker in 
NFL history. 

Leeuwenburg had never played right 
tackle before. In his life. Manpower- 
wise, he never had a chance. White fin- 
ished with two sacks to bring his season 
total to six and a half. 

“Leeuwenburg is not a classic tack- 
le,’ Brock said. 

No kidding. Thing is, he’s the best 


offensive lineman the Bears have right 


now. And he is no less blameworthy than 
Harbaugh. 


ORGANIZE AND PROTECT YOUR 
COPIES OF BEAR REPORT 


Designed exclusively for BEAR 
REPORT, these custom-made 
title cases will attractively hold 


a year’s issues (may vary with 


issue size.) Ideal for displaying 
your valuable copies while pro- 


tecting them from damage! 
Constructed of reinforced 
board and covered with 


durable leather-like material in 
blue with BEAR REPORT hot- 
stamped in gold, the cases are 
V-notched for easy access. 


BEAR REPORT 


Jesse Jones Industries, Dept. RLE-B 
499 East Erie Avenue, Philadelphia, PA 19134 


Enclosed is $ 


1 Case - $7.95 
3 Cases - $21.95 — 6 Cases - $39.95 


cases. Add $1.00 per case for postage 


ee (Or 
and handling. Outsidé USA add $2.50 per case (U:S. funds only). PA residents 


add 7% sales tax. 
PRINT NAME 


ADDRESS 


(No P.O: Box Numbers Please) 


CITY 
Charge Orders ($15 Minimum) 


1 American Express 0) VISA ©) MasterCard 0 Diners Club 


Card No. 


Or Call Toll Free 7 Days - 


SA 


Exp. Date. 
24 Hours 1-800-825-6690 


SATISFACTION GUARANTEED 


As targets go, Harbaugh is strong and 
brave if not John Elway. Guts he has. But 
his pass protection has fallen down and it 
can’t get up. Harbaugh is a marked man 
playing on borrowed time. 

He has done his desperate best not to 
let all this show. But it’s getting harder 
and harder to cover up the hairline cracks 
in his psyche. The Vikings and the 
Packers knew it. And the Raiders would 
discover as much as soon as they looked 
at game film that should be rated “R’’ for 
excessive violence by commissioner Paul 
Tagliabue. 

“I think sometimes Harbaugh gets 
frustrated,’’ Brock said. “And some times 
when the pressure gets to him, he makes 
bad decisions. He’s starting to anticipate 
the pressure. And he’s starting to play 
head games with himself.”’ 

Packers coach Mike Holmgren chose 
softer words to explain why the Bears 
have a shell-shocked quarterback. “In 
fairness to the Bears, they’re going 
through some growing pains in that 
offense,’ he said. 

Green Bay nose tackle Bill Maas was 
downright nice about the crisis. Maybe 
because it’s somebody else’s crisis. 

“Harbaugh’s a tough guy,’ he said. 
“And the Bears are going to be a good 
team. Dave Wannstedt and (offensive 
line coach) Tony Wise are really putting 
that line together. Quickly.”’ 

Fine enough. But that doesn’t explain 
why veteran guard Mark Bortz got called 
for holding on three separate occasions. 
And it didn’t excuse the fact that the 
Bears hadn’t scored a touchdown since 
Oct. 10. 

Yes, the Bears ran the ball well in 
Green Bay. Neal Anderson gained 61 
yards on 19 carries and showed flashes of 
his old self. But the Packers knew if they 
got ahead, sooner or later the Bears 
would have to throw the football. 

Harbaugh’s 15 completions in 19 
attempts were misleading. His longest 
was 25 yards. The team’s longest all year 
is 38 yards. 


a a 


MOVING? 


Don't forget one of your most pnzed possessions .. 
forget those items we don't Use each day. However, how will you feel next month when your issue 
covering the Chicago Bears doesn't atrive 77? 


Please use this convenient form. |t will help speed up your request and you won't miss any issues 


PLACE LABEL 
FROM MOST RECENT ISSUE HERE 


NEW ADDRESS HERE 


Mail to: BEAR REPORT 
Change of Address 
112 Market Street 

Sun Prairie, WI 53590 
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Meanwhile, so much for the playoffs. 
The Packers loss dropped the Bears to 3- 
4 overall and 1-3 in the NFC Central. 
Moreover, their defeat at Lambeau Field 
provided Green Bay with a huge boost. 

The Packers, a team in desperate 
search of a defining moment, found a 
whole fourth quarter full of them against 
the Bears. 

The immediate result was the win, a 
third straight victory and a 4-3 record. 
But the long-term benefits could provide 
much more in the way of confidence for 
a team that spent a metric ton of money 
for free agents in the off-season only to 
lose three of its first four games. 

At the heart of the Packers’ fourth 
quarter dominance was a textbook. ball- 
control drive that began with 8:02 
remaining at the Green Bay nine. It 
ended 12 plays, 91 yards, six minutes and 
eight seconds later when running back 
Darrell Thompson raced around right end 
for 17 yards on third-and-four for a 
touchdown. 

The Packers, who lost left tackle Ken 
Ruettgers to an injury during the game, 
ran to their right on 10 of the 12 plays. 
The other two were passes. Alternating 
Thompson and Edgar Bennett, they 
ripped off gains of 12, 7; 11, 10, 8, 8 
yards prior to Thompson’s 17-yard 
clincher. 

Nobody was more impressed than the 
Packers defense which figured it would 
be back on the field earlier and protecting 
a smaller lead. 

“In the past, Chicago has always won 
these kind of games against us in the 
end,”’ said Green Bay inside linebacker 
Johnny Holland. 

Indeed, the Bears had won eight of the 
last nine meetings between these two 
teams in Green Bay. 

“You have to think the worsi,”’ said 
Green Bay strong safety LeRoy Butler. 
“But the offensive line played fantastic 
on that last drive.”’ 

And you had to credit Butler for mak- 
ing the single biggest play of the game 
early in the final period. 

The Bears had moved to the Green 
Bay 12. On third-and-seven Harbaugh 
dropped back to pass. 

He never knew what hit him. 

Butler, blitzing from Harbaugh’s blind 
side, jarred the ball loose and, in a wild 
scramble, recovered at the Green Bay 37. 

The rest was academic. 


Brian Hewitt covers the Bears and the 
NFL for the Chicago Sun-Times. 
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1993 NFL SCHEDULE 


(Central Time) 


Sunday, Sept. 5 
N.Y. Giants 26, BEARS 20 
Detroit 30, Atlanta 13 
Cleveland 27, Cincinnati 14 
Denver 26, N.Y. Jets 20 
Kansas City 27, Tampa Bay 3 
Miami 24, Indianapolis 20 
Buffalo 38, New England 14 
Philadelphia 23, Phoenix 17 
San Francisco 24, Pittsburgh 13 
L.A. Raiders 24, Minnesota 7 
San Diego 18, Seattle 12 
New Orleans 33, Houston 21 
Monday, Sept. 6 
Washington 35, Dallas 16 


Sunday, Sept. 12 
Minnesota 10, BEARS 7 
N.Y. Giants 27, Tampa Bay 7 
Indianapolis 9, Cincinnati 6 
Houston 30, Kansas City 0 
New Orleans 34, Atlanta 31 t 
Philadelphia 20, Green Bay 17 
Phoenix 17, Washington 10 
Buffalo 13, Dallas 10 
N.Y. Jets 24, Miami 14 
L.A. Rams 27, Pittsburgh 0 
Denver 34, San Diego 17 
L. A. Raiders 17, Seattle 13 
Monday, Sept. 13 
Cleveland 23, San Francisco 13 


BYE: AFC East except New England, 
i NFC Central except Detroit 
Sunday, Sept. 19 
Pittsburgh 34, Cincinnati 7 
New Orleans 14, Detroit 3 


’ N.Y. Giants 20, L.A. Rams 10 


Seattle 17, New England 14° 43 ae 
Philadelphia 34, Washington 31 
San Francisco 37, Atlanta 30 
Cleveland 19, L.A. Raiders 16 
San Diego 18, Houston 17 
Dallas 17, Phoenix 10 
Monday, Sept. 20 
Kansas City 15, Denver 7 


BYE: AFC West except Seattle, 
NFC East except Phoenix 
Sunday, Sept. 26 
BEARS 47, Tampa Bay 17 
Indianapolis 23, Cleveland 10 
Minnesota '15, Green Bay 13 
L.A. Rams 28, Houston 13 
Miami 22, Buffalo 13 


Detroit 26, Phoenix 20 


New Orleans 16, San Francisco 13 
Seattle 19, Cincinnati 10 
N.Y. Jets 45, New England 7 


' Monday, Sept. 27 


: Pittsburgh 45, Atlanta 17 


BYE: AFC Central, New England, Phoenix 

Sunday, Oct. 3 

BEARS 6, Atlanta 0 

Dallas 36, Green Bay 14 

Tampa Bay 27, Detroit 10 

Kansas City 24, L.A. Raiders 9 

Denver 35, Indianapolis +3 

San Francisco 38, Minnesota 19 

New Orleans 37, L.A. Rams 6 

Philadelphia 35, N.Y. Jets 30 

Seattle 31, San Diego 14 

Buffalo 17, N.Y. Giants 14 
Monday, Oct. 4 

‘Miami 17, Washington 10 


Week 6 


BYE; NFC West, Detroit, Seattle 
Sunday, Oct. 10 
BEARS 17, Philadelphia 6 
Green Bay 30, Denver 27 
Kansas City 17, Cincinnati 15 
Dallas 27, Indianapolis 3 
Miami 24, Cleveland 14 
N.Y. Giants 41, Washington 7 
Minnesota 15, Tampa Bay 0 
Pittsburgh 16, San Diego 3 
New England 23, Phoenix 21 
L.A. Raiders 24, N.Y. Jets 20 
Monday, Oct. 11 
Buffalo 35, Houston 7 


Date 
Sun., 
Sat., Aug. 14 
Mon., Aug. 23 
Fri., Aug. 27 


Sun., 
Sun., 
Sun., 
Sun., 
Sun., 


Sun., 
Sun., 
Mon., Oct. 25 


Sun., 
Sun., 
Sun., 
Sun., 
Thurs., Nov. 25 
Sun., 
Sun., 
Sat., Dec. 18 
Sun., 
Sun., 


Bears 1993 Schedule 


PRESEASON 


Opponent 
Aug. 8 


DALLAS COWBOY 


at Philadelphia Eagles 
PHOENIX CARDINALS 
at New. Orleans Saints 


Network 
TNT 

. WMAQ 
ABC 


Time* 
9-13 
10-11 
14-20 
$ 23-21 


REGULAR SEASON 


Sept. 5 

Sept. 12 
Sept. 19 
Sept. 26 
Oct. 3 

Oct. 10 
Oct. 17 


at Minnesota Vikings 
Bye Week 


Bye Week 


Oct. 31 
Nov. 7 
Nov. 14 
Nov. 21 
at Detroit Lions 
Dec. 5 
Dec. 12 


DETROIT LIONS 
at Los Angeles Rams 


Dec. 26 
Jan. 2, 1994 


*Chicago time 
HOME TEAM IN CAPS 


BYE: AFC East except New England, 


NFC Central except Detroit 
*- Thursday,'Oct. 14° ©; 


Atlanta +30, L.A. Rams 24 


Sunday, Oct. 17 


Cleveland 28, Cincinnati 17 
Houston 28, New England 14 
Pittsburgh 37, New Orleans 14 
N.Y. Giants 21, Philadelphia 10 
Detroit 30, Seattle 10 

Phoenix 36, Washington 6 
Kansas City 17, San Diego 14 
Dallas 26, San Francisco 17 


Monday, Oct. 18 


L.A. Raiders 23, Denver 20 


BYE: AFC West except Seattle, 
NFC East except Phoenix 
Sunday, Oct. 24 


Green Bay 37, Tampa Bay 14 
Atlants 26, New Orleans 15 
Buffalo 19, N.Y. Jets 10 
Houston 28, Cincinnati 12 
Cleveland 28, Pittsburgh 23 
Detroit 16, L.A. Rams 13 
Seattle 10, New England 9 
San Francisco 28, Phoenix 14 
Miami 41, Indianapolis 27 


Monday, Oct. 25 


Minnesota 19, BEARS 12 


BYE: AFC Central 
Sunday, Oct. 31 


Green Bay 17, BEARS 3 
Miami 30, Kansas Gity 10 
Indianapolis 9, New England 6 
Tampa Bay 31, Atlanta 24 
N.Y. Jets 10, N.Y. Giants 6 
Dallas 23, Philadelphia 10 
New Orleans 20, Phoenix 17 
San Diego 30, L.A. Raiders 23 
San Francisco 40, L.A. Rams 17 
Denver 28, Seattle 17. 

Detroit 30, Minnesota 27 


Monday, Nov. 1 . 


Buffalo 24, Washington 10 


Week 10 


BYE: NFC West 
Sunday, Nov. 7 


L. A. Raiders 16, BEARS 14 
Denver 29, Cleveland 14 

Buffalo 13, New England 10 (OT) 
Dallas 31, N.Y. Giants 9 
Pittsburgh 24, Cincinnati 16 

San Diego 30, Minnesota 17 


NEW YORK GIANTS 


TAMPA BAY BUCCANEERS 
ATLANTA FALCONS 
at Philadelphia Eagles _ 


MINNESOTA VIKINGS 
at Green Bay Packers - 
LOS ANGELES RAIDERS 
at San Diego Chargers 

at Kansas City Chiefs 


GREEN BAY PACKERS 
at Tampa Bay Buccaneers 
DENVER BRONCOS 


20-26 
7-10 


47-17 
6-0 
17-6 


12-19 
3-17 

14-16 
7:00 p.m. 
Noon 
11:30.a.m: 
Noon 
Noon 
11:30 a.m. 
Noon 
3:00 p.m. 


Houston 24, Seattle 14 
Detroit 23, Tampa Bay 0 
N.Y. Jets 27, Miami 10 
Phoenix 16, Philadelphia 3 
Washington 30, Indianapolis 24 
Monday, Nov. 8 
Green Bay at Kansas City ..........::s:ssesrersees 8 p.m. 


Week 11 


BYE: Detroit, New England 
Sunday, Nov. 14 
BEARS at San Dieg0.........-..-cersesserreersereee 7 p.m. 
Green Bay at New Orleans. 
Houston at Cincinnati.......... 
Miami at Philadelphia... 
Phoenix at Dalllas...........:c0:-00000+5 
San Francisco at Tampa Bay .... 
Washington at N.Y. Giants ..... 


Atianta at L.A. Rams............ 3 p.m 

Cleveland at Seattle .............cssesessesnesesrenes 3 p.m 

Kansas City at L.A. Raiders ..........:csec-reeeee 3 p.m. 

Minnesota at DONnVer ..........csccsceseereserseeseene 3p.m 

N.Y. Jets at Indianapolis.............cccseseseees 3 p.m. 
Monday, Nov. 15 

Buffalo at Pittsburgh ..............sccscessenseesesseses 8 p:m. 


Week 12 


BYE: Phoenix, Seaitle 
Sunday, Nov. 21 


BEARS at Kansas City ............:ccsseccssceeeeerees Noon 
Cincinnati at N.Y. Jets ..... ....Noon 
Dallas at Atlanta...............::000 .Noon 


Detroit vs. Green Bay at Milw. ... 
Houston at Cleveland ................ 
Indianapolis at Buffalo ..... 
New England at Miarmi........ 
L.A. Raiders at San Diego...... 
N.Y. Giants at Philadelphia .... 
Pittsburgh at Denver..........:.... 


Washington at L.A. Ramms.........scscereseeneeee 3 p.m 
Minnesota at Tampa Bay ..........-s.cssesersesseer 7 p.m. 
Monday, Nov. 22 
New Orleans at San Francisco... 8 p.m. 
Thursday, Nov. 25 
BEARS at Detroit ...............ecsesnensensee 11:30 a.m. 
Miami at Dalilas......... a aa bebaacdayaadh easapskessiscnengs 3 p.m. 
Sunday, Nov. 28 


Cleveland at Atlanta.............ssccecsceseseseeesennee Noon 
L.A. Raiders at Cincinnati .... =a 

New Orleans at Minnesota ..... 
N.Y. Jets at New England....... 
Philadelphia at Washington .... 
Tampa Bay at Green Bay....... 
Buffalo at Kansas City......... 
Denver at Seattle............. 
Phoenix at N.Y. Giants........... 
San Francisco at L.A. Rams... ; 
Pittsburgh at HOUSIOM...........ssscsssesserereseneee 7 p.m. 


- L.A. Raiders at Green Bay......... 


Monday, Nov. 29 


San Diego at Indianapolis .........ccccsecsesesers 8.p.m. 
Sunday, Dec. 5 

Green Bay at BEARS.........:cc:enercscrenen NOON 

Atlanta at HOUStON ......cccseseeseesssescesereeseonsers Noon 


Indianapolis at N.Y. Jets... 
L.A. Raiders at Buffalo...... 


Minnesota at Detroit.........ccecseseerrsesseeresreceen Noon 
New England at PittSDUIgh ........--ccsereereeree Noon 
New Orleans at Cleveland.......cscsereeerseee Noon 
Washington at Tampa Bay ........csccssesseseseee Noon 
Denver at San Diego...... 3 p.m. 
Kansas City at Seattle... opm 


L.A. Rams at Phoenix..... 


N.Y. Giants at Miami ............. a3 P.M 
Cincinnati at San Francisco... 7 p.m. 
Monday; Dec. 6 
Philadelphia at Dallas.........:sscseseseeeneresees 8 p.m. 


Saturday, Dec. 11 
N.Y. Jets at Washington.........--resen 
San Francisco at Atlanta 
Sunday, Dec. 12 
BEARS af Tampa Baly.......cccescrsessecereseseeses Noon 
Buffalo at Philadelphia....... 
Cincinnati at New England. 
Cleveland at Houston............ 
Indianapolis at N.Y. Giants... 
L.A. Rams at New Orleans... 


Dallas at Minnesoia.........-..... 3 p.m 
Detroit at Phoenix............ 3 p.m 
Kansas City at Denver..... .3 pam. 


Seattle at L.A. Raiders....... 


Green Bay af San Diego .......-..sssscereerneserss 7 p.m 
Monday, Dec. i3 

Pittsburgh at Miami.......c-ececsecsmsesersngerereses 8 p.m. 
Saturday, Dec. 18 

Denver at BEARS..... 


Dallas at N.Y. Jets 
Sunday, Dec. 19 
Atlanta at Washington. ........ccccsccseeserserseres Noon 
Buffalo at Miami........-..... ue 
Houston at Pittsburgh...... 
L.A. Rams. at Cincinnati...... 
Minnesota vs. Green Bay at Milw. 
New England at Cleveland ........... 
Phoenix at Seattle .....c1-see-r- 
San Diego at Kansas City ...... 
San Francisco at Detroit......... 
Tampa Bay at L.A. Raiders... 
Philadelphia at indianapolis... i alps assess 
Monday, Dec. 20 
N.Y. Giants at New Orleans .....,.....cecssreee 8p.m, 


Week 17 


Saturday, Dec. 25 


Houston at San Francisco...........-.-s0 4:30 p.m. 
Sunday, Dec. 26 


Detroit at BEARS. ............cccscssconessesessessennesne Noon 
Atlanta at Cincinnati..........0....0. = 
Indianapolis at New England..... 


New Orleans at Philadelphia ..... 
N.Y. Jets at Buffalo........... 
Cleveland at L.A. Rams... 
N.Y. Giants t Phoenix...... 
Pittsburgh at Seattle........ 
Tampa Bay at Denver ..... 
Washington at Dallas .......... 
Kansas City at Minnesoia.... 
Monday, Dec. 27 
Miami. at San Diego... cseccsceecessenerensese 8 p.m. 


Week 18 


Friday, Dec. 31 
Minnesota at Washington 

Sunday, Jan. 2 
BEARS at L.A. Rams..........sscsecssesenerereee 
Buffalo at Indianapolis ..... a 
Cleveland at Pittsburgh... 
Dallas at N.Y. Giants ....... 
Green Bay at Qetroit............ 
Miami at New England......... 
Phoenix at Atianta................ 
Seattie at Kansas City .....,... 
Cincinnati at New Orleans... 
Denver at L.A. Raiders..... 
San Diego at Tampa Bay .... asi 
NGY dots att) HOUS(ON ...<..5.,....s0:-sc0sascsraparace 

Monday, Jan. 3 
Philadelphia at San Francisco..............0 8 p.m. 


a 
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Playotts a long 


- Chicago 
Bears 


- FIRST HALF OVERVIEW: At 
halftime of coach Dave Wannstedt’s first 
season, the Bears find themselves having 
a long shot at a wild card, which is the 
best he could have hoped. ... The Bears 


- are 1-3 in the division, which certainly 


' doesn’t help. ... The offense remains 
erratic. ... Defensively, Wannstedt’s 
attack-style philosophy has worked. 
Excluding the opener, the Bears haven't 
allowed more than 20 points in any 
game, and the 26-20 loss to the New 
York Giants that day was because of a 
blown coverage at the end of the game. 
... Prior to the Raider game, the Bears 
were 3-0 when they won the turnover 
ratio, which isn’t a surprising result, but 
an indication of the defensive improve- 
ment. 

INJURIES: CB Anthony Blaylock 
(finger), TE Chris Gedney (heel), WR 
Curtis Conway (shoulder), DT Tim Ryan 
(neck). 

SCOUTING REPORT: At San 
Diego. The Chargers are scoring less 


than 17 points a game, which has to take 
some of the pressure off the Bears’ 
offense — they know it won’t be a 
shootout. ... The Chargers want to estab- 
lish RB Marion Butts, mainly because 
they have few other options. ... WR 
Anthony Miller is a game-breaker, but 
how much time will the line give QB 
John Friesz? 

SCHEDULE: NY Giants (L, 26-20), 
at Minnesota (L, 10-7), Tampa Bay (W, 
47-17), Atlanta (W, 6-0), at Philadelphia 
(W, 17-6), Minnesota (Mon, L, 19-12), at 
Green Bay (L, 17-3), LA Raiders, at San 
Diego, at Kansas City, at Detroit 
(Thanks), Green Bay, at Tampa Bay, 
Denver (Sat), Detroit, at LA Rams. 


Detroit 
Lions 


FIRST HALF OVERVIEW: The 
Lions have a fraudulent 6-2 record at the 
midway point of the season. None of 
their victories are against teams with a 
winning record, and the combined record 
of the teams they have beaten is a dread- 
ful 15-32. ... Detroit’s creampuff first- 
half schedule hides coach Wayne Fontes® 


f 
C7 Goat ns 


A Neighborhood Restaurant 
With The Distinctive Taste 
Of New Orleans! 

Next to the St. Charles Streetcar! 
(504) 897-2325 


4338 St. Charles Ave. 
NEW ORLEANS, LOUISIANA 


METAMORPHOSIS 


pei 


Great Gifts 


Fitness Training 


44+# Strength & Endurance 
Training, Body Fat Reduction, 
Stress Management, Flexibility 
& Cardiovascular Conditioning 
Call Pam Dumke 
708-298-6454 
CERTIFIED Personal 
Training Specialist 


NEW MONASTERY 
A spirit of reform is beginning 
to rise in the Church 


. eH 


Would you like to be a part of a 
new contemplative community? 
Benedictine Rule and monastic 
tradition. Men 21 to 35. 
Father Director 
Christ in the Mountains 
Box 708CB, Caliente, NV 89008 


OAKRIDGE SMOKEHOUSE 
RESTAURANT 


SPORTSCASTER 
MINI-CAMPS 
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CENTRAL 
ISSUES 


By John Delcos 


shot for Bears 


indecision regarding his quarterbacks. ... 
Neither Rodney Peete nor Andre Ware 
have been the answer. Guaranteed, things 
will be a lot worse in the second half 
when the opponents are the Vikings, 
Packers and 49ers. 

INJURIES: S Bennie Blades (ankle), 
WR Mel Gray (ankle), WR Herman 
Moore (ankle), LB Dennis Gibson 
(back), LB Tracy Hayworth (hamstring), 
CB Tim McKyer (concussion), CB Kevin 
Scott (ankle), LB Pat Swilling (ankle). 

SCOUTING REPORT: At Green 
Bay (Nov. 21). The Lions have a bye this 
week, then go to Milwaukee to play the 
Packers, a team they don’t want to face, 
especially on the road. ... Packers DE 
Reggie White — as is the rest of the 
defense — is on an aggressive roll, which 
can’t help Peete. ... Everybody expects 
the Lions to attempt to establish RB 
Barry Sanders first to take pressure off 
Peete. However, an option worth explor- 
ing, is for the Lions to set up Sanders by 
opening with a short passing game. 

SCHEDULE: Atlanta (W, 30-13), at 
New England (W, 19-16 OT), at New 
Orleans (L, 14-3), Phoenix (W, 26-20), at 
Tampa Bay (L, 27-10), Seattle (W, 30- 
10), at LA Rams (W, 16-13), at 
Minnesota (W, 30-27), Tampa Bay, 
Green Bay (at Mil), Chicago (Thanks), 
Minnesota, at Phoenix, San Francisco, at 
Chicago, Green Bay. 


World's Best Smoked Meats 
for Over 40 Years 


*Prompt Delivery including: 
*Hickory Smoked Turkeys 
*Smoked & Peppered 

Beet/Pork Tenderloins 

*Spiral Honey Glazed Hams 

For FREE Information or Catalogue call 


Oakridge Smokehouse 


Restaurant 
1-800-548-6325 


PROVISION 


Why wait for crowded 
summer camps? 


ProVision offers year-round 
Sportscaster Mini-Camps. 


Individual attention! 
Maximum 6 Applicants 
Per Camp. 


phone: 408-446-3323 


Play-By-Play Interviews 
TV Studio Anchor 


4 } a 
snoring! “4 


Are you annoyed by the deep timber of the “buzz saw” sleep- 
ing next to you? Try our “Silent Sleeper’ firm pillow, 
designed by an anesthesiologist to let the head and neck rest 
in comfort while the jaw is positioned to make breathin 

easy and silent. Great for noisy bed partners! #1740 Std. 
(includes zippered cover) ‘29* + °3" UPS. Call or write for a 
free bedding catalogue. 


800-323-6793 


Cuddledown of Maine 


312 Canco Rd., Dept. AKO7, Portland, ME 04103 


Green Bay 
Packers 


FIRST HALF OVERVIEW: After a 
slow start, which included three straight 
losses, two of them heartbreakers to 
Philadelphia and Minnesota, the Packers 
are heating up. What has been especially 
sizzling has been Brett Favre-to-Sterling 
Sharpe. ... It helps that LB Tony Bennett 
has returned, and millionaire pass-rusher 
Reggie White is playing well. ... Green 
Bay still doesn’t have a dominating — or 
even a consistently reliable — running 
game, which will play a major factor 
down the stretch. 

INJURIES: CB Corey Harris (knee), 
CB Bruce Pickens (hamstring), LB Keith 
Taylor (shoulder), TE Mark Chmura 
(shoulder), OT Ken Ruettgers (knee). 

SCOUTING REPORT: At New 
Orleans. Playing at Kansas City and New 
Orleans back-to-back isn’t a break, 
although the Saints have stumbled badly 
after a fast start. ... The Saints have never 
had an explosive offense, but now, the 
problems are on defense. The Saints have 
been vulnerable to the big play, which 
means at least a dozen passes to Sharpe. 

SCHEDULE; LA Rams at Mil (W, 
36-6), Philadelphia (L, 20-17), at 
Minnesota (L, 15-13), at Dallas (L, 36- 


14), Denver (W, 30-27), at Tampa Bay 
(W, 37-14), Chicago (W, 17-3). at 
Kansas City (Mon), at New Orleans, 
Detroit (at Mil), Tampa Bay, at Chicago, 
at San Diego, Minnesota (at Mil). LA 
Raiders, at Detroit. 


Minnesota 


wy Vikings 


FIRST HALF OVERVIEW: It took 
half a season, but QB Jim McMahon is 
finally breaking down. He sustained a 
separated shoulder in the Detroit loss — 
a game lost because of a pass’ interfer- 
ence call — and wasn’t expected to play 
against San Diego. ... First-round RB 
Robert Smith is becoming a factor. ... 
This team is being held together by its 
defense, and there aren’t any indications 
things are going to change. 

INJURIES: MeMahon 
(concussion/shoulder), LB Ed McDaniel 
(shoulder), DT Esera Tuaolo (hamstring), 
RB Robert.Smith (chicken pox). 

SCOUTING REPORT: At Denver. 
The Broncos have finally opened up the 
passing game for QB John Elway, and 
Denver is ranked second in the air. 
However, they are 22nd on the ground. 
The problem, surprisingly, is they have 
the NFL’s 24th-ranked defense. 

SCHEDULE; at LA Raiders (L, 24- 
7), Chicago (W, 10-7), Green Bay (W, 
15-13), at San Francisco (L, 38-19), 
Tampa Bay, at Chicago (Mon, W, 19- 
12), Detroit (L, 30-27). San Diego, at 
Denver, at Tampa Bay. New Orleans, at 


~ Detroit, Dallas, Green Bay (at Mil), 


Kansas City, at Washington. 


4%, 


FIRST HALF OVERVIEW: The 
Bucs’ 2-5 first-half record isn’t surpris- 
ing. Nobody expected much better, espe- 
cially with rookie QB Craig Erickson. 
When Steve DeBerg was released last 
week, it indicated no turming back for the 
Bucs with Erickson, which was the right 
move. Erickson-to-WR Horace Copeland 
is showing signs of becoming a produc- 
tive combination. 

INJURIES: RB Reggie Cobb (knee), 
RB Anthony McDowell (ankle). 

SCOUTING REPORT: San 
Francisco. Try not'to get anybody hurt: 

SCHEDULE: Kansas City (L, 27-3), 
at NY Giants (L, 27-7), at Chicage (L, 
47-17), Detroit (W, 27-10), at Minnesata 
(L4. 15-0), Green Bay (L, 37-14), at 
Atlanta (W, 31-24), at Detroit, San 
Francisco, Minnesota, at Green Bay, 
Washington, Chicago, at LA Raiders, at 
Denver, San Diego. 


Tampa Bay 
Buccaneers 
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Expansion fever 


Congratulations to my home state of 
North Carolina (and to me) for being 
awarded the NFL’s newest franchise, the 
Carolina Panthers. Even though Charlotte 
is only about an hour and 45 minutes 
away, I’ll stay a Bears fan. Nobody can 
make me give up my blue and orange. 

I am excited, however, because this 
gives me the opportunity to see my Bears 
in person. I’ve been a Bears fan for a 
long time and have never seen a Bears 
game or Bears player in person. 

Realignment is easy for me: Just kick 
Tampa Bay out of the NFC Central and 
replace them. with the Panthers. In that 
case I’d get to see the Bears once a year! 


Keith Williams 
Greensboro, North Carolina ' 


Not Harbaugh's fault 


I think the fans at Soldier Field should 
give Jim Harbaugh a break. I attended the 
Monday night game and felt that the fans 


‘«’ ‘who booed him were wrong. He was 


sacked nine times, but they weren’t all 
his fault. 

I think our front line needs work, so 
don’t blame Harbaugh! He did throw two 
interceptions, but he has done the job 
before and he can do the job again with a 
little support from the home crowd. 


Robert Weichert 
Eau Claire, Wisconsin 


Zorich's No. 1 fan 


' I think Chris Zorich will emerge on 

‘ the defensive side of the ball and Curtis 

Conway will emerge on offense if he 
stays healthy. 

Chris Zorich is a real nice guy! I 
recently wrote a letter to Chris and asked 
him for his autograph. I’ ve done the same 
thing with many more Bears players. 
Chris is the only one who has written me 
back. 


George Reid 
. Winchester, Virginia 


George Reid shows off his collec- 
tion of Bears memorabilia which 
includes a picture of quarterback 
Jim Harbaugh that was drawn by 
George's older sister. 


What's with the offense? 


I’ve seen enough. I don’t get to see 
the Bears play very often, but Monday 
against Minnesota was too much. I have 
been a Jim Harbaugh advocate for as 
long as he has been with the team. I was 
always under the impression it was the 
offensive plan that was the problem. I 
think I was wrong. He just can’t get the 
job done. 

He is slow to deliver the ball and has 
no zip on it. He never looks to any other 
target other than the one he throws to. 
And he’s so indecisive that his linemen 
wonder if he’s going to run or pass. I’m 
sorry, but Jim just can’t get it done. 

And another thing. I thought we got 
rid of Greg Landry. Does every offensive 
coordinator who comes to Chicago have 
his brains sucked out and refilled with 
air? Seven and eight men stacked on the 
defensive line and we’re running the ball 
up the middle the entire game. 

Not only can’t Harbaugh do the job, 
but we have a guy calling 20- and 30- 
yard pass plays when the whole Vikings 
defense is on Harbaugh’s butt. The 
screen play worked, the end around 
worked. Why: not run pitchouts and 
option plays and make the defense chase 
them all over the field? 

The Bears’ defense is sound, but too 
much is on their backs. 

And Kevin Butler is a true Bear, A 
55-yard field goal—what a man! 


Michael Bangs 
Acadia, California 


Harbaugh must go 


I have been following the Bears since 
1981 and I am so disappointed with the 
play of quarterback Jim Harbaugh. Jim 
has not impressed me ever. Peter Tom 
Willis impresses me more. I watched the 


CLASSIFIED ADS 


All ads pertaining to the sale of items, 
services offered or representing a busi- 
hess must run as a paid classified adver- 
tisement. 

FOR SALE: Bears memorabilia collection: 
books, video, magazines, more. SASE for 
list. Kevin Hendryx, 5610 Cordell Lane, 
Austin, Texas 78723. 


PHONE ORDERS 
WILL NOT BE ACCEPTED 
PAYMENT MUST 
ACCOMPANY ORDER 


PRIVATE PARTY: 20 word minimum 
charge, $15.00. Each additional word, 
65 cents per word. 

COMMERCIAL: 20 word minimum 
charge, $20.00. Each additional word, 
75 cents per word. 

SPECIAL FEATURES: Bold type 
headline, $5.00 additional. All other 
pos type, 50 cents per word addition- 


MAIL TO: 

BEAR REPORT CLASSIFIED ADS 
112 MARKET STREET 

SUN PRAIRIE, WI 53590 


Bears’ Monday Night Football game 
against the Vikings and they converted 


just two of 12 third down plays. 


Most of that is Jim Harbaugh’s fault. 
He is not throwing the ball well and he is 
not reading the defense well at all. I can- 
not understand why the Bears drafted 
Curtis Conway. He plays, but Harbaugh 
hardly ever goes to him and when he 
does he either overthrows him or under- 
throws him. If Harbaugh can’t get the 
ball to Conway they should not have 
drafted him. 

It’s just my opinion, but I feel 
Harbaugh must go. 


Doug Klingaman 
Richland Center, Wisconsin 


More Viking fallout 


I have the Tuesday blues. After seeing 
the Bears get clobbered by the Minnesota 
Vikings, I feel that this year they will 
struggle and they’ll be lucky to finish 6- 
10. 

I know that this is a team in transition, 
but let’s face it, the defense has come 
along tremendously. They are aggressive 
and they are becoming the new 
“Monsters of the Midway.” 


VIEWPOINT 


P.O. BOX 4205, ARLINGTON HEIGHTS, IL 60006 


But what is happening to the offense? 
They are getting worse and worse. I 
know Tony Wise is doing a great job and 
so is Ron Turner, but it seems that the 
offensive line is not coming together. My 
question is why they haven’t used Terry 
Obee, Tom Waddle and Curtis Conway. 


Cecilia Montenegro 
Duarte, California 


The Bears haven’t utilized any of 
their receivers properly because Jim 
Harbaugh simply has not had enough 
time to throw in most cases. 


How's the delivery? 


Our new delivery system is 
designed to get Bear Repor 
in your hands quicker than 
before. 

Is your delivery service 
acceptable? Drop us a post- 
card only and let us know. 
Please include your name and 
telephone number. 

No phone calls please. 


WANT ADS 


If there's a Bears item you've been searching long and hard for or if you 
just want to hook up with other Bears fans in your area, we can help. Your 
request or offer will be printed free of charge on a space-available basis. 

All ads must be mailed to: WANT ADS, Bear Report, P.O. Box 4205, 


Arlington Heights IL 60006. 


All ads that pertain to the sale of items or merchandise, services offered, or 
representing a business establishment must run in the Classified Ads section. 


WANTED: VHS tape of Bears- 
Eagles "Fog Bowl." Tape will be 
returned if requested. 

Contact: Nick Thomas, 447 


Mississippi Blvd., Bettendorf, [A 
52722, 319-355-3727. 


WANTED: The following tapes or 
information on how to obtain them: 
Bears vs. Green Bay (10-30-77), 
Kansas City (11-13-77), Minnesota 
(11-20-77), Giants (12-18-77), Green 
Bay (12-7-80), and 1984 games vs. 
Denver, New Orleans, Raiders, 
Minnesota (both games), Green Bay 
(home game), and Washington (play- 
off game). 

Contact: Steve Barr, 605 Old Bugle 
Road, Edmond, OK 73034, 405-359- 
7797. 


WANTED: A set of 1993 
McDonald's Limited Editiom Bears 
Game Day trading cards. 

Contact: Bryan Chaffee, 800-873- 
0055, ext. 4008. 


WANTED: VHS copies of any 
games with Walter Payton playing or 
any Payton collectibles. 

Contact: Bob Pyan, 1512 W. Cotte 
Avenue, Merrill, WI 54452, 715-536- 
3713. 


WANTED: Bears fans to throw a 
tailgate party in Pontiac at 
Thanksgiving Day game. 

Contact: Gary Romano, 209-951- 
9561. 


WANTED: VHS tapes of any 
games with Walter Payton playing. 
Also, VHS tape of Super Bowl XX. 

Contact: Clay Smykle, 3108 East 
23rd Street, Sioux Falls, SD 57103, 
605-334-2787. 


TRADE: Have McDonald's Bears 
card sheets. Will trade for most other 
teams. Mint condition only. 

Contact: Rich Grizzly, 605 N. York 
Street, Elmhurst, IL 60126, 708-941- 
8600. 
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